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Editorial

Baselius Researcher is a Journal that provides a space for the academics and
students to express and share their views on any area of arts and science with the
hope that it would serve as an inspiration for the present as well as the future
professionals.

Research and Development remain as the strength of any society and culture.
Ancient time onwards human being has been applying the knowledge gained
through experience and experiment for the advancement of society and
surrounding conditions. Every phenomenon in the universe has a reason behind
it and the aim of research is to understand and evaluate what is happening. The
purpose of the original research is to produce new knowledge rather than to
present the existing knowledge in a new form.

The mission of Baselius Researcher, a biannual publication of interdisciplinary
research is to provide excellence in leadership practice by providing a venue for
academics, students and practitioners to publish current and significant, empirical
and conceptual research in arts, humanities, applied, natural and social sciences.

The Covid-19 pandemic has affected people all over the world. These are hard
times for everyone and all we can do is to follow the health protocols and pray
for the novel corona virus to stop spreading.

Regards,

Editors

Dr. Jyothimol P (Vice Principal)                                            Dr. Jalaja J. Malayan

6-6-2020
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From the Principal’s Desk

The Higher Education Scenario is in a dynamic state of flux
as its objectives have shifted from the national to the global.
The world has come to our finger tips with the development
of technology. Technical advancements have also altered the
questions of originality and creativity.

The dynamics of higher education rests mainly on research.
Original thought and enquiry are the prerequisites of
research. Technology should not carry us unethically to
plagiarism and plunder.

    Baselius College is releasing 1stissue of the 20th volume of
its research journal Baselius Researcher in June 2020.. The
lock down period following the Covid-19 pandemic has
allowed us to keep in touch with our creative side.

I sincerely hope that Baselius Researcher would provide an
ethical platform for development of the spirit of enquiry and
the emergence of unique thoughts in the field of Humanities,
Commerce and Science.

I wish this endeavor all success.

Dr. Biju Thomas
  Principal

  Baselius College, Kottayam6-6-2020
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Construction of Vision 2025 of Bahir Dar
University: A Critical Discourse

Analysis of the President’s Column in
Nile Newspaper

Shegaw Wedaj Desale

ABSTRACT

In the modern world, power is created, exercised and sustained through the
ideological use of language. This study intended to critically analyze the ideologi-
cal use of language in the construction of vision 2025 of Bahir Dar University with
a particular focus on ‘vision of wisdom 2025 column of the Nile Newspaper using
theoretical and analytical framework of critical discourse analysis. Specifically,
the study tried to describe the linguistic features of the text of the column; to
interpret the way the text is produced; and to explain the socio-cultural contexts
that govern the production of the text. Accordingly, transitivity, pronouns and
metonymy are found to be the main linguistic features of the text of the columns.
Passive construction that tell us only the affected parties, but hides the active
agents that would take the responsibility of the action has been found as a fre-
quent choice in the production of the texts of the column. The pronouns ‘we’ and
‘they’ have been found to be used by the writer frequently. The royal ‘we’ that
refers to the use of first person plural pronoun while the actual referent is a single
person has been found as a basic linguistic feature of the column. The inclusive
‘we’ is another form of pronoun that has been employed in the production of the
column to legalize the issues and share responsibility with the members of the
university management. The writer of the column presents the teaching and ad-
ministrative staff in terms of polarized pronoun ‘they/them’ which indicates the
weak interactivity or relationship between the writer as a leader and the reader as
subordinate staff. The writer of the column has used metonymy in presenting the
university and the vision of the university as main agents to influence the reader
and to hide the real agent by institutionalizing the issues of the columns. Presup-
position and intertextuality which are considered as established and shared facts

BASELIUS RESEARCHER
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
The role of newspapers is noteworthy in providing new information, portray-

ing public matters, and creating national or institutional discourses. In doing so,
newspaper producers use language to shape the information, the public matters
or discourses based on their ideology. In other words, the language or discourse
of newspapers is not neutral rather it is loaded with the ideology of the producers.
In the modern world, power is created, exercised and sustained through the ideo-
logical use of language.

Ideology which is very much related with power and domination is located in
language. Because everything that is said or written is expressed from a particular
ideological point of view, there are always a different ways of saying or writing the
same thing.  In this respect, Fowler (1991) states that the world of the press is not
the real world, but a world skewed and judged. Because of these facts, scholars
use to analyze the language of newspapers in order to uncover the ideology hid-
den beyond the language. A relatively recent methodology used by many research-
ers in their attempt of understanding the ideological intention of the newspapers
is critical discourse analysis.

Critical discourse analysis (CDA henceforth) is a theory and a method of inves-
tigating the way that individuals and institutions use language. Critical discourse
analysts focus on social problems and especially, the role of discourse or language
in the production and reproduction of power abuse and domination (van Dijk,
2001). The aim CDA is to unpack the connections among discourse practices,
social practices and social structures which may not be transparent for the public
(Sheyholislami 2001). According to Luke (1994), CDA which is used to unpack
hidden messages in everyday language use is one of the approaches of discourse
analysis. Fiske (1994) adds that are not neutral rather they are loaded with the
interest of speakers or writers. The shared objective of the above mentioned scholars
of using CDA is to uncover the ideologies or assumptions that are hidden behind
the words of our written texts or oral speech.In other words,the underlying as-
sumption in CDA is that words are never neutral but reflect the interests of writ-
ers or speakers. The meanings conveyed by the words are influenced by the im-
mediate social, political, institutional and historical contexts or conditions. Based

that cannot be challenged are strategically used by the writer to manipulate read-
ers as if the issues of the columns existed before and known by everyone. Vision
of 2025 seems to be constructed as a mediator between the government and the
community of the university because the columns are found to be highly
intertextualized in presenting the voice of the government that naturalizes and
sustains the ideology being propagated by the government. This in turn has an
implied effect in producing and maintaining power.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Vision, Presupposition, Intertextuality
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on these assumptions, CDA can be applied on any form of language be it written
or spoken.

Newspaper is one of the potential areas where CDA can be applied in order to
make a thorough investigation and understanding. Some researchers elsewhere
in the world have carried out their research using CDA in newspapers. vanDijk
(1991) who has done research on the roles of news reports in ethnic relation is
among others who have applied CDA in newspapers. McGregor (2003) is another
scholar who has carried out a research on the role of news reports on dominant
forces of society. Likewise, Kress (1990) has conducted the adoption of particular
ideological discursive structure in ideological system.

In this study, the researcher is intending to apply CDA to the monthly newspa-
per called Nile newspaper of Bahir Dar University. Particular, the study focused
on vision of wisdom 2025 column which has been written by the president of the
university in a regular base. In this newspaper, the regular column which appears
in all volumes of the newspaper is vision of wisdom 2025 connected with other
issues.

Using Fairclough’s (1995) three-dimensional framework of critical discourse
analysis, I demonstrated how the ideology of vision of wisdom 2025 has been
produced, reproduced and sustained by the president of the university through
such a regular column in the newspaper. Fairclough sees critical discourse analy-
sis as integrating text analysis, the analysis of processes of text production, con-
sumption and distribution, and sociocultural analysis of the discursive event as a
whole. Because language is not seen as a means of reflecting out reality, but as a
way of creating reality, CDA is used as a means to find out the hidden ideologies
behind the seemingly simple and plain words.

1.2 Statement of the Problem
Many reasons initiated the researcher to conduct this study. Firstly, the regular

pattern of the column that says ‘vision of wisdom 2025’ in all prints of the news-
paper drewmy attention. Hence, the intension is to describe the linguistic features
of the text, to interpret the way the text is produced and distributed; and to ex-
plain the sociocultural reasons of the text production. Secondly, appreciating the
current propagation of interdisciplinary research at both global and local context,
the researcher intended to bring newspaper as data from the field of Journalism
and communication and CDA as a theoretical and analytical framework from the
discipline of linguistics. Finally, though the column had been produced regularly
in Nile newspaper which is printed every month by BDU, many of us are not
aware that articles of newspapers like this one is a means of producing, reproduc-
ing and sustaining individual, social or institutional ideologies. Above all, because
CDA is a new area of research and the area under investigation has never been
studied, this study could contribute in adding knowledge to the academic com-
munity and filling the research gap of the area.

1.3 Research Questions
1. What linguistic features are used to construct Vision of wisdom 2025 of

BDU in the Nile Newspaper?
2. How is Vision of wisdom 2025 of BDU constructed in the Nile Newspa-

per?
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3. Why is Vision of wisdom 2025 of BDU constructed in the Nile Newspaper
that way?

1.4 Objectives of the Study
The general objective of this study is to analyze the discourse of vision 2025 of

BDU in the Nile newspaper. Particularly, the study intended:
1. to describe the linguistic features of vision 2025 column in the Nile News-

paper;
2. to  interpret the discursive practices of vision 2025 column in the Nile

Newspaper and
3. to explain the socio-cultural context of vision 2025 column in the Nile

Newspaper;
1.5 Significance of the Study
The findings of this study will have contributions for different bodies. First,

because CDA is a theoretical and analytical method that enables researchers to
find out reality which is covered by language, a study of this kind will uncover the
hidden ideology and create awareness for both the producer and consumers of
the discourse (newspaper). The producer of the discourse or the user of the lan-
guage produces, reproduces and sustains some kind of ideology using language
either intentionally or unintentionally. Because the task of CDA is showing the
ideological use and unequal access of linguistic and social resources in a given
discourse practice, such study could function to emancipate the disadvantaged
group (consumers of the discourse).   Second, because CDA is relatively a new
field of research area that serves as theoretical and methodological framework,
this study will have a role in adding new knowledge to the academic community.
Once people are informed with this kind of methodology, they start to see any act
of language use critically. Finally, this study will have its own role for future re-
searchers. Both the framework (CDA) and the data (newspaper) of this study will
be a resource for other researchers to apply it in a different context.
2.  Theoretical Framework: Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)

Critical Discourse Analysis is an approach to doing Discourse Analysis (a sub-
discipline of Discourse Analysis).  Drawing on post-structuralist discourse theory
and critical linguistics, CDA focuses on how social relations, inequality, ideology,
discrimination, bias, identity, knowledge and power are constructed and signaled
through written and spoken texts.  CDA came in to being with social issues and
social problems in mind and with the idea that there is unequal access to linguis-
tic and social resources.  It is so multidisciplinary and hence it is informed by
different theoretical views. Accordingly, it draws insights from different theoreti-
cal and methodological assumptions from disciplines such as anthropology, psy-
chology and sociology. Of course, CDA has both linguistic and social dimensions.
Using CDA as analytical framework and methodological tool, therefore, it is pos-
sible to analyze how power relationship in social institutions is exercised through
the use of language by writers or speakers.

Therefore, critical of discourse analytic methodology, CDA helps to reveal (un-
pack) how language works by drawing insights from wider social and political
contexts (Wooffitt, 2005). Social science researchers see CDA both as a theory and
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a method.  As already mentioned, newspaper is one of the many institutional
discourses that CDA researchers are interested in.  Accordingly, researchers in the
area of CDA reveal that there is power imbalance between producers and readers
of newspapers. The critical analysis of discourse reveals that those who are privi-
leged to have access to social and institutional power dominate the discourse of
the newspaper and use it to manipulate people without such power in that con-
text.  Of course, the goal of CDA is to reveal this fact in discourse by drawing
attention to power imbalances, social inequities and the manipulative tendency
people have in discursive practices. Put differently, CDA focuses on the abuseof
such power, and especially on dominance, that is, on the ways control over dis-
course is abused to control people’s beliefs and actions in the interest of dominant
groups, and against the interests or the wills of others (Wooffitt, 2005).

In making critical analysis, CDA, therefore, tries to link linguistic features to
wider contexts of social, cultural, political and economic structures with an
emancipatory goal to uncover how discourse disadvantages minority or relatively
powerless groups (Wooffitt, 2005). Given its established goal and focus of analy-
sis, therefore, CDA is believed to be one appropriate analytical approach to exam-
ine the role of discourse in the (re)production of power and social inequalities in
terms of unequal access to linguistic opportunities in the context of newspaper
discourse.  In so doing, why the discourse of Nile newspaper particularly, vision of
wisdom 2025 is written in the way it is written thathas been analyzed and ex-
plained from a critical point of view is an important aspect of this study.

Therefore, using CDA as an analytical framework, this study has tried to ana-
lyze the ways through which ideology and powerare expressed, enacted and
(re)produced in the Nile newspaper. For example, CDA is claimed to be an im-
portant analytical tool to explain the philosophical assumptions or the ideological
orientations of participants through their language use, to describe how they con-
struct their identities and others discursively and why they do it the way they do
it, that is, their motives and underlying reasons in their uses of language.  Accord-
ingly, the concept of ‘ideology’, among others, is one important issue in CDA as it
is embedded in texts. This suggests that as texts (both spoken and written) are not
neutral, the ideology behind texts need to be unveiled through CDA as an appro-
priate methodological approach. In doing so, the researcher has adoptedFairclough’s
(1995) three-dimensional framework of analysis which is represented diagram-
matically below.
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According to Fairclough, there are three levels in analyzing discourse. These
include discourse as: a) Text (the actual text) b) discursive practice ( involves pro-
cesses of text production, distribution and consumption and c) social practice
(the larger social context which may have influenced the creation of the texts-
which takes into consideration the underlying socio-cultural and power struc-
tures in society). At this level, discourse is explained in relation to ideology and
power relationships. Accordingly, Fairclough’s discourse analysis involves descrip-
tive, interpretive and explanatory processes at the levels of text, discursive prac-
tice and social practice respectively. In this study, therefore, the text refers to the
written text about vision of wisdom 2025 which is to be collected from the differ-
ent prints of the Nile newspaper. And the discursive practice is related with how
the text in the newspaper is produced, distributed and understood. At the level of
socio-cultural practice, the power relationships among the producer of text and
intended readers havebeen explored. Besides, at this level the underlying philo-
sophical assumptions or the ideological orientations embedded in the language as
used by the text or discourse creator has been explained.
3. Research Methodology

3.1 Design of the study
The design of the study is a qualitative case study that entirely focused on a

single column in the Nile newspaper.
3.2 Sources of Data and Sampling Techniques
The source of data is the column about the vision of wisdom 2025 in the Nile

newspaper, and the writer of the column and readers of the newspaper. As to the
document, a comprehensive sampling technique was employed and hence, all
the columns were considered and analyzed in relation to the concepts of critical
discourse analysis.

3.3 Data Gathering Tools
The source of data was mainly documents that are the different prints of the

Nile newspaper. The column about the vision of wisdom 2025 hasbeen extracted
from all prints of Nile newspaper. Because the topic vision of wisdom 2025 has
been appeared in connection with other institutional or national issues, I believe
that including all columns contribute to have a better picture of the column.

3.4 Methods and Procedures of Data Analysis:Critical Discourse Analysis
In this study, data from the document (newspaper)has been analyzed from the

perspective of critical discourse analysis. Using CDA, an attempt has been made
to understand how power and ideology are exercised and enacted in the discourse
of the institutionalized setting. This is because, beyond the linguistic analysis, the
critical analysis helped to critically analyze the social aspect of language use. Hence,
CDA is an important analytical tool to see how power relations between the dis-
course (newspaper) producer and the discourse consumers (readers) are mani-
fested. The different underlying motivations and ideologies, assumptions, impli-
cations and presuppositions of the writer of the column have been analyzed criti-
cally. In doing so, why he does (practices) it the way he does it has been revealed
through the analytic tool of CDA. To this end, Fairclough’s (1995) three-dimen-
sional analytical framework which sees discourse as text, discursive practice and
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social practice has been used. In general the analysis of the data has both linguistic
and socialdimensions. In other words, the analysis has been made not based on
linguistic data (micro- analysis) alone, but also has social dimension (macro-analysis)
as it takes in to account the socio-cultural contexts.
4. Data Analysis and Interpretation

4.1 Constructing Significance of the Vision
The vision of the university is being constructed as the most significant con-

cern of the university in general and the newspaper in particular.The significance
of the vision is particularly portrayed in the Nile newspaper using various strate-
gies. First, it is always written in the front page. As every reader first looks at the
front page of a newspaper, the column about vision of wisdom is deliberately
written on the front page of the newspapertograb the attention of large number
of people. Second, it is regularly appeared in the newspaper. Though newspaper
is an expensive resource with limited space, the column about vision of wisdom
2025 is given priority and appeared in every edition of the Nile newspaper. This
indicates that the column about vision of wisdom is more prominent than other
events of the university. Third, it is directly indicated as‘qulifmelikit’which is liter-
ally translated as”key message”. This discriminatory phraseindicates that other
columns are not as important as the column of vision of wisdom, and it urges
readers to give priority and read the column about vision of wisdom. Fourth,
because the president is the most powerful and authoritative person in the hierar-
chy of the institution, the column about vision of wisdom is always written by the
president to insist that it should be read and acknowledged. In doing this, the
writer is positioned as the one who gives important information.Finally, the col-
umn always ends with a motto statement “raeyt’ibeb2017 inasakalen!” meaning
“we achieve vision of wisdom 2025”. Because a motto is simple and easily memo-
rable, putting the vision in a motto-statement in order to inculcate it in to the
mind of readers in general and the mind of community of the university in par-
ticular indicates that the column about the vision of wisdom is given prominence.

4.2 Analysis ofTextual Features and Discursive Strategies
In this part of the study an attempt has been made to describe the textual

features and discursive strategies used by the writer of the column, and to explain
the socio cultural practices that govern the production of the text. Considering
the columns of vision of wisdom 2025 as a text,I found various linguistic features
and discursive strategies that are frequently used in the production of the col-
umn.

4.2.1 Transitivity
Scholars state that transitivity is the study of how actions are represented; what

kind of actions appear in a text; who does the action and to whom the actions are
done (Mills, 1995). This is to mean that transitivity shows the relationships be-
tween participants and the roles they play in the process described in a given text.
Transitivity is based on the assumption that in producing texts, there is a range of
choices to be made, and every text which has been produced could have been
produced differently.  Considering transitivity as a strategic choice of grammati-
cal elements, I found the passive structure as a frequent choice of the writer of the
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column.  For example, the following passive utterances are taken from the vari-
ous texts of the column about vision of wisdom 2025.

“Direction has been put to provide on-job training for administrative staff”
(December 2015).

“Direction has already been put for every campus to have water and elec-
tric power supply in vision of wisdom 2025” (March 2016).

“Comments should be given based on reliable information and knowledge
that enables to analyze the information” (January 2014).

“To play key roles, administrative staff (they) should be developed in knowl-
edge, skills and attitude” (December 2015).

“The meaning of community development is clearly presented in vision of
wisdom 2025” (April, 2015).

“Vision of wisdom 2025 believes that the sanitation of our university will
be realized in keeping the sanitation of personal offices and other infra-
structures” (April 2016).

In the above utterances, the transitive action processes-to put, to give, to de-
velop, to present, and to realize are expressed in passive construction with deleted
agents. This kind of transitive choice involves ambiguity because the sentence
tells us only the affected parties, but the active agents that would take the respon-
sibility of the actions are hidden. This is to say that transitive actions mainly in-
volve two participants as one the doer of the action and the other as receiver of the
action, and removing the agent from the text hides the sense of specificity and
precision of the text. Deletion of an agent in passive construction is possible when
that part of the information is not important, but in institutional discourses like
this one which is indexed as key message on the top of every column, the respon-
sible agent of the action process needs to be clearly indicated.

4.2.2 Pronouns
The choice of pronoun in a given situation of language use depends on per-

sonal, institutional or other intensions of the language user (i.e. speaker or writer).
In the texts of the column about vision of wisdom 2025, first and third person
pronouns (we vs.they) have been used by the writer frequently as indicated in the
following sample excerpts.

“As we send teachers for short term training, we can also train the sup-
portive staffs” (December 2015).

“When we say community development, it is clearly presented in vision of
wisdom 2025” (April, 2015).

“We have to evaluate our contribution at the university, college, school
and department level” (April 2015).
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“When we say community development, we mean income improvement,
health and education status of the community” (April 2015).

“As we repeatedly described, the first requirement for a research univer-
sity is expansion of postgraduate programs” (August 2015).

In the above quotations, the firstpersonplural pronoun ‘we’ has been used in
three different ways: to refer to ‘royal we’, ‘exclusive we’ and ‘inclusive we’. Royal
‘we’ refers to the use of first person plural pronoun while the actual referent is a
single person who is involved in a given situation of language use. Though the
column is always written by an individual, and indicated that it is a key message
of the president, it is impossible to find a single case of using first person singular
pronoun ‘I’. For example, the pronoun ‘we’ in the statement: “When we say com-
munity development, we mean income improvement, health and education status
of the community” (April 2015) functions like royal ‘we’. This utterance was made
by the writer in a column that appeared on April 2015 while he was trying to
describe what community development means. Because this is his own personal
view or definition, the pronoun ‘we’ by no means can include anyone other than
the writer. The pronoun ‘we’ in this context could not refer to the voice of the
university management because members of the management had never discussed
and decided about the issues written in the regular column.

The writer of the column about vision of wisdom 2025 has also used first per-
son plural ‘we’ to include the university management, but to exclude the other
communities of the university. In stating “As we send teachers for short term
training, we can also train the supportive staffs” (December 2015), the writer
claims that the university management collectively decides to grant further train-
ing opportunities for both the academic and the administrative staffs. Though the
column is private as indicated on the title page, the writer tries to use ‘we’ in order
to legalize and attribute recognition to the ideas presented in the column. In other
words, in order to share responsibility about the events mentioned in the column
to the members of the management, and to convince the reader that it is not
personal rather it is institutional, the writer has used the inclusive first person
plural.

The first person plural pronoun ‘we/us’ has also been used by the writer of the
column about vision of wisdom 2025 to exclusively address the academic staff in
utterances like “Those of us who teach and learn have to make sure that we un-
derstand the knowledge and skills of the area” (January 2016). Uttering this way,
the writer strategically warns the academic staff by considering himself as part of
the groups whom to be blamed for not doing well the issue stated, so that others
will not resist to accept the claim because the addressee may feel sense of
belongingness and shared responsibility. However, the underlying meaning of
the above utterance is accusing others who do not understand the knowledge and
skills of the subject area, and warning them to change the situation. In reality, it is
the one who has the power that can warn other powerless people, and no one
wants to accuse and warn himself/herself; therefore, the use of inclusive ‘we’ is a
strategic way of referring otherness. This is to say that the inclusive pronoun ‘we’
is used by the writer to strategically substitute ‘you’.
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The striking feature of the column is that though it is always written by an
individual, i.e. the president, the writer has never used first person singular pro-
noun ‘I’ and its varieties. The usage of first person singular pronoun is an indica-
tion of taking responsibility for the statement being made.  The writer of the
column about vision of wisdom 2025 has preferred to use ‘we’ which sometimes
refers to only himself (royal ‘we’), some other times to include university manage-
ment, but to exclude the other staff, and to include all the university community.
Intending to institutionalize and legalize his own ideas that appear in the regular
column, the writer avoids the use of first person singular, and instead he tries to
hide himself behind others. In such use of the pronoun ‘we’ and its varieties, the
writer tries to persuade the community of the university that they have already
agreed with the writer. Besides, in using the pronoun ‘we’, the writer tries to evoke
the sense of collectivity and to create an impression that we are in this together.

The writer has also repeatedly used third person plural pronoun (i.e. they) to
refer to teachers, administrative staff and students. In using ‘we’ mainly referring
to the writer himself and members of the management, the writer usually labels
the staff as they/them as the following sample utterances indicate.

“To play key roles, administrative staff (they) should be developed in knowl-
edge, skills and attitude” (December 2015).

“When the university is expected to be a research university in vision of
wisdom 2025, it is believed that at least 50% of the teachers (them) will
have a minimum of one publication from reputable journal” (December
2016).

“The objective of this short text is to describe three criteria that can mea-
sure the implementation of teachers’, administrative staff’s and students’
one to five teams” (February 2016).

As the above quotations signify, the writer presents the teaching and adminis-
trative staff in terms of polarized ‘they’.  Most of the issues of the columns are
directly related to the university’s academic and administrative staff, but the writer
doesn’t directly communicate to those members of the university, rather he polar-
izes the staff and communicates about the staff to non definite addressee. This is
an indication that there is weak interactivity or relationship between the presi-
dent as a leader and the other staff. The use of second person pronoun ‘you’ indi-
cates direct interaction between the writer and the reader or the addressee.

4.2.3 Metonymy
Another major feature of the column is the use of metonymy which refers to

the use of a particular institution instead of something or someone else.The writer
of the column has repeatedly used the university and the vision of the univer-
sity as main agents.
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“In order to accomplish vision of wisdom 2025, our university has
given special attention for the development of administrative staff”
(December 2015).

“The university doesn’t consider one as a teacher of university if he/
she doesn’t publish” (December 2016).

“In order to be a university of research, the university is following the
line of vision of wisdom 2025” (February 2016).

“Discussion will be ignited for the question why teaching or learning
by describing it using the view of vision of wisdom 2025” (January
2016).

“Vision of wisdom 2025 has put direction to let the university play
key role in bringing knowledge based rural development” (July 2015).

“It is known that our university has accomplished the first five year
vision of wisdom 2025, and started implementing the second five year
strategic plan” (August 2015).

“Our university considers decentralization and allowing self-gover-
nance for each campus as significant decision” (March 2016).

“How does vision of wisdom 2025 view the role of women who are
the significant part of the society” (May 2015).

“The university has no excuse for sexual harassment in vision of wis-
dom 2025” (May 2015).

“A lot has been done since our university has started to be led by vi-
sion of wisdom 2025” (November 2015).

“Though Bahir Dar university has traveled a long distance, we have
still a lot of limitations” (October 2016).

“Vision of wisdom 2025 will achieve the sanitation of the university
when the community of the university keeps the personal and envi-
ronmental sanitation” (April 2016).

“In vision of wisdom 2025, community means nations, nationalities
and peoples of Ethiopia” (December 2014).

Metonymy is used to influence the reader and to hide the real agent. In this
regard, as the above quotations indicate, metonymy helps the writer not to be
connected to the decisions personally; instead he tries to institutionalize the issues
raised in the columns.

4.2.4. Presupposition
The writer of the column has made a frequent presupposition in the produc-

tion of the text in the column. Presuppositions are strategically used by text pro-
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ducers to manipulate people because presuppositions are considered as estab-
lished and shared facts that cannot be challenged. In presenting and explaining
the different events which are the headings of the column, the writer has taken
for granted as already established or given.

The writer has presented most of the topics of the column in problem-solution
structural pattern. The problem is presupposed as if it existed before and known
by everyone, but the solution is explicitly presented as if it happens now that will
solve the problem in the future as a result of the implementation of vision 2025.
For example,in the column with the heading ‘development of administrative staff
in the vision of wisdom 2025, the writer has produced the utterance “Direction
has already been put to provide on-job training for administrative staff” (Decem-
ber2015), to presuppose the complaints of the administrative staff which can be
stated as ‘the university hasnever givenopportunity of training to the administra-
tive staff’. The writer deliberately presupposes the complaint as if it is not new
rather, known and shared fact which existed before, but in the time of vision of
wisdom 2025 a solution has already been set.

The utterance “Direction has already been put for every campus to have water
and electric power supply in vision of wisdom 2025” (March 2016)which is stated
in the column with the heading ‘our campuses in the vision of wisdom 2025’pre-
supposes the existence of shortage of water and electric supply currently. Presup-
posing the shortage as shared phenomenon that existed before, the writer tries to
construct vision of wisdom 2025 as a new solution for the problem which in turn
enacts the importance of the designer (president) of the vision.

The other sample utterance which is stated in the column with the heading
‘the sanitation of our university in the vision of wisdom 2025’ is “the sanitation of
our university will be realized in the vision of wisdom 2025 through keeping the
sanitation of personal offices and other infrastructures” (April 2016). This utter-
ance presupposes the proposition ‘sanitation has been a problem of the univer-
sity’. Employing presupposition as a discursive strategy, the writer has presented
the problem of sanitation as established and known fact, and constructed the
vision of wisdom 2025 as the solution for the existing problem.

 The utterance “the university has no excuse for sexual harassment in vision of
wisdom 2025” (May 2015) is stated in the column with the heading ‘women in
vision of wisdom 2025’. The writer of the column has presupposed the utterance
‘there has been sexual harassment in the university’. The writer has deliberately
put the problem as a back grounded as if it is a common practice before, and the
solution as foreground in order to enact the vision as a new and special strategy
for alleviating the problem.

The writer of the column has also stated the utterance “Our university imple-
ments decentralized administration in order to have every campus self-governance
and decision in vision of wisdom 2025” (March 2016) with the heading of the
column ‘decentralized administration in vision of wisdom 2025’. This assertion
presupposes the proposition ‘centralized administration which does not allow
self governance and decision has been implemented before’. In this utterance, the
writer presupposed that centralized administration system is an agreed and shared
problematic system and represents decentralized system which is a new practice
resulted from the strategic plan of vision of wisdom 2025. The writer has used
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such presupposition as a discursive strategy deliberately to show that the current
administration of the university is different and better than the previous ones. In
doing this, the writer attempts to construct the importance and acceptance of the
administration in general and the leader (himself) in particular.

As the above sample utterances indicate, the writer has presented most of the
texts of the column in problem-solution structural pattern and constructed the
vision of wisdom 2025 as a problem solver. Presenting the problem as previously
existing and the solution as achievable in the future, the writer tries to produce
and reproduce hegemonic power by constructing his importance through con-
structing the importance of the vision. In other words, the writer produces his
power and importance by presenting himself as a problem solver. Besides, pre-
senting the destination of the vision in the far future, the writer has attempted to
sustain and maintain the power. The vision of wisdom 2025 is presented as a
solution for many of the problems, but its destination is too far that gives hope for
the community, but forces them to wait patiently for long.

4.2.5Intertextuality
Intertextuality which refers to the shaping of a text and its meaning by another

text is also a discursive strategy employed in the production of texts of the col-
umn. The writer has intertextualized the global discourse ‘publish or perish’in
writing the column with the heading ‘Publications in Vision of Wisdom 2025’.
‘‘The university doesn’t consider one as an instructor of university if he/she doesn’t
publish articles. As the principle of ‘publish or perish’ which is being implemented
in other developed universities will be implemented here very soon, every teacher
should give special attention for publication. The university officials should re-
spect and support those who have publications because these teachers are the
main identities of the university’’.

The writer has brought the global discourse ‘publish or perish’ to relate the
importance of publication for the success of the vision ‘to become one of the ten
premier research universities in Africa’. The intertexuality of the global dis-
course is a strategy of exercising power and power relation. This is to say that the
writer as a leader of the institution tries to exercise his power by warning and
forcing the academic staff to publish articles. This power relation is hidden by
using global discourse to naturalize the ideology (the interest of the writer)and
power relation because the academic staff would accept the proposed social prac-
tice (publishing articles) if it is represented as a worldwide social practice. The
writer’s ideology (ideology in the sense of text producer’s interest) is achieving
vision of wisdom 2025, i.e. becomingone of the ten premier research universi-
ties in Africa’ by convincing the academic staff to publish articles which is being
naturalized as a global phenomenon.

The use of the phrase ‘publish or perish’ that determines future existence of
the addressee implicates authoritative power relation between the text producer
and the addressee (the academic staff). The writer as a powerful subject has lim-
ited the future survival of the academic staff who are powerless in that social
structure by providing two alternatives ‘publish or perish’.

The exercise of power is indicated explicitly by the writer in the text when he
tries to describe and explain the meaning of the phrase ‘publish or perish’. For
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example, making the utterances‘the university doesn’t consider one as an instructor
of university if he/she doesn’t publish articles’ and ‘the university officials should
respect and support those who have publications because these teachers are the
main identities of the university’, the writer has already made discrimination and
declared the principle of publish or perish. This is because, if someone is not
considered as instructor of the university, he/she is perished from the university.
Besides, respect and support teachers with publications means do not respect and
support teachers with no publication.

The writer has also intertextualised the discourse of science or physics to ex-
plain the failure of the one to five structuring system.‘‘Pushinga building for the
whole day is not a task unless the building changes its position. Similarly, having
one to five structureis a futile effort unless it brings observable change in the insti-
tution.  The purpose of structuring the staff in one to five is to bring the required
change that cannot be achieved individually’’.

The writer has brought the established law of force to attribute the failure of
one to five structure in to the futile effort of members of the structure (team). The
staff members resist the one to five structuring system because it is considered as
a political imposition. Such resistance is reflected not by rejecting the formation
of the one to five team, but by having a pseudo one to five team that spends
resources uselessly. In defending the governments structuring system (ideology),
the writer has related the futile effort of the one to five teams in the institution to
the established law of physics. The writer as a leader of the institution (the univer-
sity) which belongs to the government tries to support the strategy which is the
ideology or the interest of the government. This in turn has an implied effect on
the writer (leader of the institution) to maintain power.

The writer has tried to present the importance of one to five structure implic-
itly in the column with a headline ‘Development of Administrative staff in Vi-
sion of Wisdom 2025’ to describe the advantage of experience sharing among the
experienced and novice workers. ‘‘The purpose of this text is to describe how
the development of administrative staff is viewed in vision of wisdom 2025.
On job training means enhancing the capacity of workers through coordination of
novice and experiencedworkers. For example, a novice carpenter can learn from
an experienced carpenter; a beginner sale person from an experienced sales per-
son; and a novice accountant from an experienced accountant. A training that
implements this model is very important and measurable as it helps our workers
to be confident and happy in their life. Coordinating the one who is willing to share
his/her experience with the one who wants to learn from others is detrimental
factor for the success of this kind of training model’.

This text seems to have two purposes. On the one hand, writing about devel-
opment of staff, the writer tried to be concerned about administrative staffs who
usually complain for not having further training opportunities like the academic
staff. This may help the writer to manage the complaints, and this in turn could
help him to sustain power. The other purpose of the above text is to naturalize the
ideology of one to five structures which have been resisted by the staff. Substitut-
ing the language form ‘one to five discussion’ by ‘development of the staff through
experience sharing’, the writer has attempted to strategically implement the ide-
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ology or interest of the government which otherwise could be risk of losing the
institutional power (position).
5. CONCLUSION

This study is intended to critically analyze the ideological use of language in the
construction of vision 2025 of Bahir Dar University with a particular focus on
‘vision of wisdom 2025 column of the Nile Newspaper using theoretical and ana-
lytical framework of critical discourse analysis. Specifically, the study has attempted
to interpret the way vision of wisdom 2025 is constructed in Nile newspaper.
Accordingly, the vision of the university has been found to be constructed as the
most significant concern of the university in general and the Nile newspaper in
particular. First, the column about vision of wisdom has always been deliberately
written on the front page of the newspaper to grab the attention of large number
of people. Second, the column about vision of wisdom 2025 is given priority and
appeared regularly in every edition of the Nile newspaper though newspaper is
an expensive resource with limited space. Third, the column is indicated with the
discriminatory phrase ‘q’ulifmelikit’ which is literally translated as “key mes-
sage” that urges readers to give priority and read the column about vision of
wisdom.  Fourth, the president who is the most powerful person in the hierarchy
of the institution is indicated as the writer of the column to insist that the column
should be read and acknowledged. Finally, every column of vision 2025 ends with
a motto statement “raeyt’ibeb 2017inasakalen!” meaning “we achieve vision of
wisdom 2025” to inculcate the vision in to the mind of readers because a motto is
simple and easily memorable.

In constructing the importance of the vision, the writer has employed various
linguistic features and discursive strategies. Transitivity, pronouns and metonymy
are amongthe linguistic features of the text employed by the writer of the col-
umn. The university and the vision of the universitywere found to be used as
metonymy to influence the reader and to hide the real agent by institutionalizing
the issues of the columns. As to the discursive strategy, presupposition which is
considered as established and shared facts that cannot be challenged are strategi-
cally used by the writer to manipulate readers as if the issues of the columns
existed before and known by everyone has been found to be employed by the
writer in the construction of the vision.

Most of the texts of the columns are presented in problem-solution structural
pattern. While the problem is presupposed to imply that it previously exists, the
solution as fore-grounded to the future. Such presentation of the solution in the
far future could be considered as an attemptof sustaining power.This is because,
the vision of wisdom 2025 is presented as a solution for many of the problems,
but its destination is too far that gives hope and forces the community to wait
patiently for the solutions.  Generally, vision of 2025 has been found to be strate-
gically constructed as a solution for any social problem. However, a critical analy-
sis of the texts reveal that  the column about vision of wisdom in the Nile newspa-
per serves as amediator between the government and the community of the uni-
versity because the columns are found to be highly intertextualized in presenting
the voice of the government that naturalizes and sustains the ideology being propa-
gated by the government. In doing this, the writer has attempted to produce and
sustain power by constructing himself as loyal and effective leader.
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sImtdm-W \evInb cmjv{Sob hnZym-̀ ym-kw

tUm: joP Ipcym-t°mkv

kpc-£n-X-amb `mhn-Imew F√m-h-cp-sSbpw B{K-lhpw {]Xo-£-bp-amWv.

temImcw`w apX¬ Xs∂ am\-h-cmin A£oWw {]b-Xv\n-°p-∂Xpw AXn\p Xs∂.

kaq-l-t£a-Øn\mWv cmjv{Sw- ap≥K-W-\- \¬Ip∂-Xpw.temIw imkv{X- km-t¶-

XnI anI-hns‚ s\dp-I-bn-em-bn-cp-∂p-sh∂v \mw Icp-Xn-bn-cp∂psh-¶nepw C∂v Hcp

AWp-hns‚ ap≥]n¬ \Ωƒ ]I-®p-\n-ev°p-I-bmWv. \ΩpsS ap≥K-W-\-Ifpw e£y-

ßfpw Xev°m-e-tØ-s°-¶nepw GIo-I-cn-°-s∏-´ncn-°p-∂p.

Cu sImtdm-W-°m-eØv ]uc-∑m¿°v e`n® cmjv{Sob hnZym-`ymkw sNdp-X√.

kmaq-lnI hm¿Øm am[y-a-ßƒ°v {i≤-sIm-Sp-°p-hm≥ Ip´n-Iƒ°pw apXn¿∂-h¿°pw

Hcp-t]mse Ah-kcw e`n-®p. \ΩpsS ssZ\wZn-\ -{]-h¿Ø-\-ß-ƒ, sImSp-°¬ hmß-

ep-Iƒ F∂p-th≠ F√m s]mXp-{]-h¿Ø-\-ß-fnepw cm{j-{So-b-ap-≠v. XnI®pw A\u-

]-Nm-cn-I-ambn, Cu Znh-k-ß-fn¬ Nnt¥m-±o-]-I-amb Hcp cmjv{Sob hnZym-`ymkw

IqSp-X¬ t]cn-te-bvs°-Øn® {]Xn-k-‘n-bm-Wv tImhnUv ˛19 F∂ alm-amcn. `c-

W- kw-hn-[m-\-ß-fpsS  {]h¿Ø\w, hy‡nbpw cmjv{So-bhpw XΩn-ep≈ At`-Zy-

amb _‘w XpS-ßn-b-h-sb-°p-dn®v H‰ hnj-b-Øn-eqsS e`n® khn-ti-jamb cmjv{So-

b]T-\w. N-cn-{XØns‚ GSp-I-fn¬ F√m cmjv{S-ßfpw Htc-t]mse ]¶n´ Hcp cmjv{So-

b]mTw. ka-kvX-ta-J-e-Isfbpw _m[n-°p∂ H∂mbnamdn tImhnUv-- -˛19. a-t‰Xp

hnj-b-tØ-°m-fp-ap-]cn Hcp cmjv{So-b]›m-Ø-e-amWv CXn¬ \nd™v \n¬°p-∂Xv.

\h-en-_-d¬ D]-t`m-IvXr kwkv°mcw Hcp ]p\¿Nn-¥bv°p t]mepw km[y-X-

bpt≠m F∂p kwi-bn-∏n°pw hÆw \sΩ hf-sc-tbsd apt∂m´p sIm≠p-t]m-bn-

cp-∂p.-C-¥ysb kw_-‘n-®n-S-tØmfw PmXo-b-X,- Xp-S¿∂p-ff aX,- km-aqly ]cn-

h¿Ø-\-ßƒ,- ssh-tZ-inI B{I-a-W-ßƒ , sImtfm-Wn-b-en-kw, tZio-b-X, kl-\-

k-a-c-ßƒ, aqey-tI-{μo-Ir-Xhpw kzX-{¥-hp-amb cmjv{So-bNn¥-Iƒ XpS-ßn-bh \sΩ

Chn-sS-Øn® \mƒh-gn-I-fm-Wv. CXn-\Iw ÿnXn-k-aXzw, DZm-cX XpS-ßnb cmjv{Sob

kn≤m-¥-ß-fpsS {]tXy-I-X-Ifpw KpW-tZm-j-ßfpw Ah -kr-jvSn® am‰-ßfpw \mw
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Ahn-Shn-S-ßfnembn I≠-XmWv. aXn-ep-Iƒ C√msX InS∂ AXn-cp-I-fn-eqsS F√m-

bn-S-tØbv°pw IS∂p h∂v cmjv{Sob hyh-ÿ-Isf ASnapSn am‰n adn-°m≥

tImhnUv˛19 \v Ign-™p.

LS\m]-c-am-bp-ff Hcp cmjv{Sob hyh-ÿ-bn¬ aqey-ß-fpsS A[n-Im-c-tØm-sS-

bp≈ hnXc-W-am-bn-´mWv cmjv{Sob Nn¥-I-\mb tUhnUv CuÃ≥ cmjv{So-bsØ

hnti-jn-∏n-°p-∂-Xv.- cm-jv{S-[¿Ωhpw ]ucs‚ Ah-Im-i-ßfpw Npa-X-e-Ifpsa√mw

aqeym-[n-jvTnXw Xs∂. Aß-s\-sb-¶n¬ t£a-{]-h¿Ø-\-ßfpw Aß-s\-X-s∂-

bm-hWw. Ch-sb√mw Dƒs°m-≈n-®p -sIm≠v cmjv{S \n¿t±-i-I-X-Øz-ßƒ \S-∏n-

em-°p-∂-Xn¬ F{X-tØmfw  Hcp cmjv{Sw \oXn-]p-e¿Øpt∂m A{XtØmfw B `c-

W-kw-hn-[m\w kmaq-lnI {]Xn-_-≤X-bp-≈-Xm-sW∂v thWw Icp-Xm≥.

tI{μ kwÿm\ _‘-ßƒ, A[n-Im-c, [\ hnX-cW coXn-Iƒ, sshhn-[yßƒ

F∂n-h-bn-eqsS Hcp s^U-d¬ Kh¨sa‚ v {]Xn-k-‘n-Isf Fß-s\-bmWv `c-W-

L-S-\m-]-c-am-bpw, cmjv{Sob]c-ambpw t\cn-Sp∂Xv F∂Xn\v DZm-l-c-W-ambn Cu

Ime-L´w. temI-cm-jv{S-ß-fnse kmº-Øn-I-amμyw, sXmgn-en-√m-bva, Zmcn-{Zy-

\n¿Ωm¿÷\w F∂nh Ht´td N¿® sNø-s∏-´p. cmPym-¥c \nb-a-ßƒ, s]mXp-`-

cW kwhn-[m-\-ßƒ F∂nh XmcXayw sNbvXp a\- n-em-°p-hm\pw Hcp {]Xn-k-

‘nsb AXn-Po-hn-°p-hm≥ AXmXv cmPy-ß-fnse hyh-ÿ-Iƒ F{X-am{Xw k÷-am-

sW∂v Xncn-®-dn-bp-hm\pw \ap°v Ign-™p.Hcp s]mXp {]Xn-k-‘n-bn¬ hn`m-Ko-b-X-

Iƒ ad∂v Hcp-an-®-t∏mƒ "A¥¿tZio-bX'  F∂ Hcp kwkvImcw Xs∂ cq]-s∏-´p.

hnhc kmt¶-XnI hnZy-I-fpsS ]¶nSepw ]mc-kv]-cyhpw A\n-hm-cy-am-sW∂v  {]Xn-

tcm-[a-cp∂v \n¿Ωn-°p-∂-Xn-\mbn hnhn[ cmjv{S-ßƒ Hcp-an®v \n∂-t∏mƒ \ap°v

t_m[y-ambn. Hcp cmjv{Shpw Hcp Xpcp-Ø-s√∂pw ]c-kv]-cm-{inXØzw Hgn-hm-°m-

\m-hn-s√∂pw \mw A\p-`-hn-®-dn-™p. sXmgn¬ km[y-X-Iƒ°pw a‰p-ambn AXn-cp-

Iƒ IS∂v hnhn[ cmPy-ß-fn¬ IpSn-tb-dn-b-h-cpsS IW-°p-Iƒ `q]-S-ß-fn-sem-Xp-

ßmØ tZi-tZ-im-¥-c-_-‘-ß-sfbpw kwkvIm-c-tØbpw ImWn®p X∂p.

A¥m-cm-jv{S-_-‘ßƒ,hnhn[ cmjv{SßfpsS hntZi\b-ßƒ,km-aqlnI˛-cm{jv-

{So -b kwkvImcßƒ AhbpsS  {]tXy-I-XIƒ F∂nh C°me--Øv \mw

ASpØdn™p. sImtdm-W-bpsS D¤-h-sØ-∏‰n IrXy-amb hnh-c-ßƒ ssIam-dn-bn-

s√-¶n¬ D]-tcm-[-ta¿s∏-Sp-Øp-sa∂v ssN\-tbmSv Adn-bn® bp.-Fkv \bw hntZ-i-\-

b-ß-fnse D]-tcm[ {]h¿Ø-\-ßƒ°p-Zm-l-cWamWv.{]hm-kn-I-fpsS Imcy-Øn¬

ssIsIm≠ \S-]-Sn-Iƒ,tI{μ-kw-ÿm\ [mc-W-Iƒ F∂nh ]ucm-h-Im-i-ß-fpsS

{]m[m\yw \sΩ Hm¿Ωn-∏n®p. s]mXp-K-Xm-KX kwhn-[m-\-ßƒ tZiob A¥¿tZ-

iob Xe-Øn¬ {Iao-I-cn-°-s∏´Xpw \mw I≠p.

hy‡n-bpsS Poh≥,  kpc£ F∂nh Hmtcm cmjv{S-Øn-s‚bpw `c-W-L-S-\m]-c-

amb ]c-am-[n-ImcØn¬ \nb-a-ßƒ aptJ\ \nb-{¥n-°-s∏-Sp∂p. Htcm kwÿm-\-

ß-fnsebpw {]Xn-tcm-[-kw-hn-[m-\-ßfpw NnIn-’m-co-Xn-Ifpw AXmXv CS-ß-fnse

am\h tijn--sbbpw, \mfp-I-fmbn cq]-s∏-Sp-Øn-sb-SpØ  kwhn-[m-\-ß-fpsS {]tXy-

I-XItfbpw {]Xn-^en-∏n-°p-∂p.hnhn[ L´-ß-fn¬ {]tXy-In®v {]Xn-k-‘n-I-fn¬

cmjv{S [¿Ωw, ]uc-[¿Ωw, kmaq-lnI {]Xn-_≤X F∂n-h-bpsS {]m[m\yw
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a\- n-em-°m≥ \ap°v A[nIw _p≤n-ap-t´≠n h∂n-√.\nb-a-\n¿Ωm-W, \n¿Δ-lW

k`-I-fpsS hnti-jm-[n-Im-c-ßƒ PqUo-jy¬ BIv‰n-hnkw XpS-ßn-bh hy‡-am°n

Xcp-∂-Xm-bn-cp∂p kmedn Ne©v  t]mep≈ DØ-c-hp-Iƒ.CXc tkh\ taJ-e-I-

fn-te-bv°v k¿°m¿ Poh-\-°msc \nb-an-®p-sIm-≠p≈ Xmev°m-enI DØ-c-hp-Iƒ

ASn-b-¥c L´-ß-fn¬ cmjv{S-tk-h-\w  sNtø≠Xv ]uc[¿Ω-am-sW∂pw Hm¿Ω-

s∏-Sp-Øp-∂p.`c-W-L-S-\m-\p-kr-X-amb k©m-c-kzm-X{¥yw D]-tbm-Kn®v ChnsS FØn

IpSp-ßn-t∏mb AXnYn sXmgn-em-fn-I-tfmSv ImWn® acym-Z-Iƒ \ΩpsS kwkv°m-

csØ kºp-jvShpw A`n-\-μ-\m¿l-hp-am°n.

]©m-b-Øo-cmPv kwhn-[m-\-ß-fpsS A[n-Im-c-ßƒ, {]h¿Ø-\-ßƒ XpS-ßn-bh

{]mtZ-in-I-ambn Ah {]Xn-k-‘n-Isf Fßs\ t\cn-Sp-∂p-sh∂v ImWn®v X∂v A[n-

Imc hntI-{μo-I-cWw F∂ Bibw ]uc-∑m-cn-te-bvs°-Øn-®p. amXr-Im-]-c-amb

k∂≤kwL-S-\m-{]-h¿Ø-\-ßƒ, kmaq-lnI ASp-°-f-Iƒ XpS-ßnbh tIc-f-Øns‚

am{Xw {]tXy-IXIƒ Bbn-cp-∂p. kmaq-ly-\oXn \S-∏n-em-°p-∂-Xns‚ as‰mcp DZm-

l-c-W-am-bn-cp∂p tdj≥ hnX-cWw. Zmcn{Zy \n¿Ωm-¿÷-\-Øn\pw ÿnXn ka-Xz-

Øn-\p-ambn hnhn[ X´p-I-fn-embncp∂ P\-ßƒ°v "tem°v Uu¨'  \mfp-I-fn¬

{]tXyI ]mt°-Pp-Iƒ Xøm-dm-°nbXpw `qcn-]£w P\-ßfpw AXv {]tbm-P-\-s∏-Sp-

Øn-bXpw {it≤-b-ambn. _nh-td-Pkv apJy-h-cp-am\ t{imX v Bbn-cp-∂p-sh-¶nepw

P\-ß-fpsS Poh\pw kpc-£bv°pw AXv adp-hn-e-bm-hn√ F∂ Ah-t_m[w P\-ß-

fn-te-bvs°-Øn-°m\pw Cu Ime-L-´-Øn\p Ign-™p.

kmº-ØnI cwK-Øp-≠mb A\n-›n-Xm-hÿ Gsd N¿® sNø-s∏´p, cmjv{S-

Øns‚ hcp-am\w, hnhn[ ^≠p-Iƒ AXns‚ t{imX v F∂nh N¿®- sN-ø-s∏´-

t∏mƒ Nen-°m-\m-hmØ Hcp kaqlw Fßs\ apt∂m´v t]mIpw F∂v \mw Nn¥n-

®p-Xp-Sßn. DXv]m-Z\w, sXmgn¬, ]W e`yX F∂n-h-bpsS A`mhw kº-Zv- hyh-

ÿsb  Hcp-]mSv ]nt∂m-´-Sn-°p-∂p. ]pØ≥ kwcw-`-ßƒ, hmbv]-Iƒ, ]en-i-\n-c°v

XpS-ßnb Imcy-ßƒ `mhnbn-se-ßs\ _m¶p-Iƒ hgn ssIImcyw sNø-W-sa∂pw

Nn¥-\o-b-ambn. kq£va, sNdp-InS, CS-Øcw kwcw-`-ßƒ (Fw.-F-kv.-Fw.-C), samd-

t´m-dnbw, ]eni Cf-hp-Iƒ, ]p\-cp-÷o-h\ ]mt°-Pp-Iƒ XpSßn ]eXpw tZiob

kwÿm-\-X-e-ßfn¬ hm¿Øm {]m[m\yw t\Sn.

Irjn, hnZym-`ym-kw, aXw XpS-ßnb taJ-e-I-fn¬ h∂ ac-hn∏pw AXns\ XcWw

sNøm-\p≈ am¿§-ßfpw GsXmcp km[m-c-W-°m-c-s‚bpw N¿®m hnj-b-amIp∂p.

Im¿jnI DXv]-∂-ßƒ°mbn A\y-kw-ÿm-\-ßsf B{i-bn-®p-sIm-≠n-cp∂ \mw

Cu cwKØv kzbw ]cym-]vX-cm-tI≠ Bh-iy-I-X-bn-tebv°v sImtdm-W-°mew hnc¬

Nq≠p∂p. hnZym-`ymkcwK-Øp-≠mb A\n-›n-Xm-hÿ adn-I-S-°m\p≈ N¿®-I-fn¬

\Ω-fn¬ ]ecpw ]¶m-fn-bm-bn. atX-X-c-Øns‚ Bghpw ]c∏pw a\- n-em-°m≥ Cu

"tem°v Uu¨' Imew sXs√m-∂p-a√ klm-bn-®Xv. BNm-c-ß-fp-sSbpw h¿§o-b-X-

bp-sSbpw \nc¿∞-IX a\- n-em-°m≥ CXn¬ IqSp-X¬ F¥p-thWw? hnhn[ {Kq∏p-

I-fm°n a\p-jys\ `n∂n-∏n®p \n¿Øp-∂-Xn¬ aX-ßƒ ImWn-°p∂ A`n-\n-thiw

sNdp-X√. hnizm-k-Øns‚ Bghpw aqey-ßfpw a‰p-≈-h-cn¬ \n∂pw AI-em-\√ ASp-

°m-\mWv D]-I-cn-t°-≠-Xv. aqey-ßƒ°v Ah-ÿm-¥-c-tam, Ime-t`-Z-ßtfm C√∂v

atX-X-cXzw \sΩ ]Tn-∏n-°p-∂p.
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P\m-[n-]-Xy-Øns‚ \mem-asØ s\Spw-Xq-Wmb am[y-a-ßƒ ka-bm-k-a-b-ß-fn¬

\¬Inb hnh-c-ß-fmWv Hcp P\-Xsb apgp-h≥ C{X-tØmfw t_m[-h-Xv°-cn-®-Xv.-

s]m-Xp-\-b-ßƒ,- D-Ø-c-hp-Iƒ, ÿnXn-hn-h-c-I-W-°p-Iƒ F∂nh A®Snam[y-a-ßfn-

eq-sSbpw, Ce-Ivt{Sm-WnIv am[y-a-ßfn-eq-sSbpw {ZpX-K-Xn-bn¬ Zqc-hym-]-I-ambn FØn-

°p-∂Xp hgn Kh¨sa‚ns‚ {]Nm-c-W-ZuXyhpw A\m-bm-kw km[y-am-bn.

`c-W-]-£-Øns‚ {]h¿Ø-\-ßƒ \nb-am-\p-kr-X-am-tWm-sb∂v \nco-£n-°p-Ibpw

Btcm-Ky-]-c-amb N¿®-I-fn-eq-sS-bpw, \n¿t±-i-ß-fn-eq-sSbpw P\m-[n-]-XysØ Pm{K-

X-tbmsS ]cn-c-£n-°p-I-bmWv {]Xn-]£ [¿Ωw.-]-e-t∏mgpw \ΩpsS \m´n¬ Ah-

s°√mw AXo-X-ambn {Ia-k-am-[m-\-Øn¬ \n∂pw AI∂v hnhm-Z-ßfpw,Btcm-]-W-

ßfpw tN¿Øv krjvSn-s®-Sp-°p∂ Hcp {]Xn-`m-k-amWv B [¿Ωw.-{_n-´-\nse {]Xn-

]£w Adn-b-s∏-Sp-∂Xv cmPvRn-tbmSv Iqdp-ff {]Xn-]£w F∂m-sW∂v CØ-cp-

W-Øn¬ Hm¿Ω-s∏-Sp-Ø-s´.

a\p-jym-h-Im-i-ßƒ°m-bp≈ ka-c-ßfpw Ah kwc-£n-°-s∏-tS≠ Bh-iy-I-

Xbpw Zqchym-]-I-ambn t_m[-h-Xv°-cn-°-s∏-́ p. a\p-jy-cn¬ a\p-jy≥ krjvSn® Ak-

a-Xz-ßƒ am‰n \n¿Øn-bm¬ \mw ka-Xz-tØm-sS-bmWv IqSp-X¬ ASpØp \n¬°p-∂-

sX∂v t_m[y-s∏-Sm≥ \ap°v CsXmcp Ah-k-c-ambn. kl-Po-hn-Iƒ°v am{X-a√

CXc Poh-Pm-e-ßƒ°pw Chn-sSmcp CS-ap-s≠∂pw Ah-Im-i-ß-fp-s≠-∂pw, ̀ qan Bcp-

sSbpw kz¥-a√ F∂pap≈ tXm∂¬ C°m-eØv \Ω-fnep≠mbn.Ah-cpsS Ah-Im-

i-ßsf AwKo-I-cn-°p-hm\pw \mw Xøm-dm-I-Ww.

"tem°v Uu¨'  Fßs\ kaq-l-Øns‚ hnhn[ taJ-e-Isf _m[n-°psa∂Xpw

AXv a\p-jy\p \evInb Xncn-®-dn-hp-Ifpw XpS¿∂p≈ ]≤-Xn-Ifpw ]e-X-c-Øn¬

]T-\-hn-t[-b-am-bn-s°m-≠n-cn-°p∂p.]W-Øn\pw {]i-kvXn°pw t\Sm≥ ]‰m-Ø-Xmb

Nne-Xp-s≠∂pw kz¥w BtcmKyw, kpc£ F∂nh kmaq-lnI Btcm-Ky-sØbpw

kpc-£n-X-Øz-tØbpw IqSn B{i-bn-®n-cn-°p-∂p-sh∂pw \mw Adn-™p-.Xncn-®-dn-hmWv

hnth-Iw,{][m-\hpw. k-¶p-Nn-X-amb cmPy-kvt\-lhpw,Alwt_m-[hpw  shSn™v

Bflm-hnepw tNX-\-bnepw AXv Hgn-hm-°m-\m-hn-s√-¶n¬ IqSn, CXc kaq-l-ß-

tfmSpw am\yX ]pe¿Ø-W-sa-∂p-f-fXv Hcp Xncn-®-dn-hm-IWw.cmjv{Sob hyh-ÿn-Xn-

Isf°pdn®v Adn-bp-∂-tXm-sSm∏w ]uc-t_m-[-ap-≈-h-cmbn I¿Ø-hy-ßsf Xncn-®-dn-

b-Ww.

cmjv{Sob Nn¥-I-\m-bn-cp∂ slK-ens‚ "Ub-en-‰nIvkv' ]cn-tim-[n®m¬ hncp≤

Bi-b-ß-fn¬ \n∂v DS-se-Sp-°p∂ \h Bi-b-ßƒ kaq-l-Øns‚ Bh¿Øn-°p∂

{]Xn-`m-k-am-Wv F∂dnbm≥ Ign-bpw. Hcp \qX\ cmjv{Sob Nn¥ C∂ns‚ Bh-iy-

am-Wv. {]mtbm-Kn-I-ambpw imkv{Xo-b-ambpw cmjv{Sob kmaq-lnI hyh-ÿ-Isf A]-

{K-Yn-t°≠ Ah-k-c-am-WnXv. Cu Ime-b-f-hn¬ Hcp \yq\-]£w kmaq-lnI am[y-a-

ß-fpsS AXn{]k-c-Øn-em-Wv. cmjv{So-b-hp-ambn _‘-s∏´ Imcy-ßsf Adn-bm-\p≈

hnap-JX ]n∂oSv hnth-N\_p≤n-bn-√m-ØXpw {]Xn-I-cWtijnbn√m-Ø-Xp-amb Hcp

P\-Xsb krjvSn-°pw. cmjv{Sob {]_p-≤X A\n-hm-cy-am-Wv. F∂m¬ am{Xta Hcp

\√ Xnc-s™-Sp∏v \SØp∂Xn\pw XpS¿∂v DNn-X-amb Xocp-am-\-ßsf ]n¥pW-

°p∂Xn\pw Ign-bp-I-bp-≈q. Btcm-Ky-ap≈ Hcp kaq-l-kr-jvSn-°pw, Bg-Øn-ep≈
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cmjv{So-b- Aht_m[w km[y-am-°p-∂-Xn\pw Nne-t∏m-sgms° Nne {]Xn-k-‘n-Iƒ,

{]IrXn Zpc-¥-ßƒ, alm-amcn XpS-ßn-bh th≠n- h-cp-t∂msb∂v  \mw Nn¥n-t°-

≠n-bn-cn-°p-∂p.
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Social Distancing and Lesson Planning:
some Reflections on Higher Education

Planning in Kerala from a Post-Covid-19
Perspective

Gipson Varghese & Jintha Thomas

ABSTRACT

The society was going smooth with the help of the advancements we made in
the 21st century but none of us thought that we are going to face a pandemic in
this century. But we understood that, natural disasters and calamities, when seri-
ously affecting the large part of the society, will cause unpredictable problems.
COVID-19, the global virus, has seriously affected all walks of life and losing
many human lives. This pandemic has affected the functions of socio-economic
systems, which will have far reaching consequences in the areas of economic
progress, production process, employment, education etc. Although countries
and states are recovering with stable health and medical care facilities, more ef-
forts are needed to support the healthy recovery of the economies. One of the
supporting factors leading to economic resilience and faster recovery is the edu-
cation and job creation. Education, especially higher education, in our country
requires immediate revival and improvement, in the area of teaching and learn-
ing, evaluation, accreditation, certification etc. It is not because of Covid-19 that
we are facing these challenges. There were several limitations and problems exist-
ing in the area of education even before the pandemic, but lock-down due to the
spread of virus intensified the need for a revival of the sector. Therefore, the cur-
rent situation can be considered as an opportunity to revive our education sector
with proper response and innovation to build educational system stronger and
effective. This paper would like to suggest some of those provisions for the higher
education sector to make better in the days to come. Leaders and policy makers
in education sector have to think of innovative ways of teaching and lesson plans
from a social distancing perspective.
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INTRODUCTION
Although the society is facing several challenges, educational sector is facing

some serious problems, both in learning and teaching. The pandemic has already
had profound impacts on education by closing schools almost everywhere in the
planet, in the largest simultaneous shock to all education systems in our lifetimes
(World Bank, 2020). The COVID -19 pandemic now threatens the educational
outcome and resulting consequence in the labour market. Moreover, it  induced
a  quick  but  crucial  education  in  hygiene  and  disease  prevention and  also
taught  us  about  the  principle  of  social  distancing (Van Dijk, 2020). Now we
have to plan every activity giving more importance to social distancing, where
teachers will be distant from learners, thereby enabling the learner to be self-
reliant and efficient. Let us now discuss about some of the challenges that we are
going to face in the days to come.

1. Decline in learning
Conventional way of teaching in classroom has its own advantages and disad-

vantages. The entire scenario of teaching and learning will be in a paradigm shift
once we are free from the lock-down scenario. Due to the closure of educational
institutions, there is a great decline in learning from students’ perspective. Al-
though remote and distance learning were promoted with the help of technology,
there is a gap in learning. Unless we know when students will come to classroom,
teaching learning process has tobe managed in a remote manner. This invites
challenges to academicians and administration. An entire system has to be devel-
oped and people have to be equipped to teach effectively and not making stu-
dents at risk.

One of the effective ways in teaching and learning process is the use of Infor-
mation and Communication Technology (ICT). However, so far our innovation in
ICT has come up only withPower Point Presentations (PPTs). Innovation in edu-
cation is about more than new technology, it’s about solving a real problem in a
fresh, simple way to promote equity and improve learning (UNICEF, 2020) and
our challenge is to provide quality and equity in learning process.

Compared to the conventional teaching learning process, the new distance learn-
ing or online learning will be more rapid. Technology provide us various ways to
reach fast and in the case of learning process, rapid learning may lead to un-
healthy practices. Therefore, care must be given to provide learning as effective as
possible using various methods. A supportive measure is to provide and help stu-
dents with access to global knowledge. In case of access to knowledge, our cur-
rent system mostly encourages students to be constant in physical library set-
tings. Students at colleges do not get access and platforms to learn from various
(recognised and approved) sources because most of the colleges do not promote
such sources. This situation has to be changed and improve learning process with
easy access to more sources of knowledge.

2. Continuous learning
Once the teaching and learning process become more sophisticated and ad-

vanced, there is a great importance for continuous learning. As our degrees are
based on semester system, management of time will become a crucial aspect in
starting and finishing programs in colleges. As students won´t have all-time and
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quality access to various learning platforms (due to lack of access to internet facil-
ity), learning recovery will be of great issues. As students take time to learn (more
things with less time), options to recover and improve should be given to all learn-
ers. As technology is costly and fast, managing continuous learning will be of a
great challenge.

3. Accelerating teaching quality
The modern era has revolutionised the role of teacher and teachers have to

play multiple roles in various settings. In addition to academic roles, administra-
tive duties also make the lives of teachers to be more active and responsible. The
post-Covid openings of educational scenario would propose more roles and du-
ties to teachers, which may have both advantages and disadvantages. Most of a
teacher´s time is spent in different other roles rather than in curricular activities.
Therefore, accelerating teaching quality in a positive scenario becomes more cru-
cial to carry out teaching process useful for learners. Cooperative academic provi-
sion (Semler and Lawver, 2020) is of great importance in this scenario. As technol-
ogy is favourable and supportive only to some, many require supportive teaching
atmosphere. Therefore, accelerating teaching quality with defined roles and du-
ties would promote research and innovation both in teaching and learning pro-
cess, which is very much required in the days to come.

4. Learning measurement and accreditation
There is a great interest among employers and academicians to provide educa-

tion in competence and skill based system. Competence-based learning will be-
come more crucial and easy in days to come. Requirements for the labour market
are changing and demands are for skilled individuals rather than qualifications
and certificates. Globalization and occupational specialization have radically   al-
tered   employer’s   expectations   concerning   the   types   of knowledge, skills and
competences graduates must bring to the labour market (Moser and Williams,
et.al). Adding to such situations, pandemic has drastically hit the job market, of-
fering opportunities to those who required the right job, as specified by the em-
ployer. Therefore, curricula should be in such a way to suit the demand for the
labour market. This is the apt time to restructure the educational curricula, so
educational institutions can prepare students to equip for future job opportuni-
ties.

To fulfill the above mentioned aspects, measurement techniques and assess-
ment need to be restructured, where grades should be given on the basis of skills
and competences. Process should be changed in a way to give recognition to those
who perform well, rather than giving preference to those who can reproduce
texts. Yet another important factor is the accreditation of the educational
programmes. Our educational programs at present are only accredited by the
corresponding university. Unfortunately most of the programs are not equated
with accreditation process of various other higher education institutions. Care
and planning must be taken to prepare good evaluation and accreditation pro-
cess; therefore, our programs will be accepted and accredited everywhere which
will enable learners to avail employment opportunities.
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CONCLUSION
This pandemic is an opportunity to build back better. Due to the widespread

of virus, the whole world was at a standstill and still not yet recovered fully. There-
fore, when we get a chance to rebuild the system, we should take every action to
make it better, so that we won´t be stuck when another emergency situation will
emerge. Where a system was in a place to provide excellent teaching-learning,
evaluation and accreditation process, there they did not face much challenges in
fulfilling the tasks in educational activities. Only societies like ours were not pre-
pared to face challenges in educational sector that we face today due to a natural
disaster. Hence, it’s an opportunity to make a good choice so that our lives would
change and make better for years to come.
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Surface Characterisation of Al2O3/ ZnO
Mixed Oxides and its Catalytic
Activity towards Esterification

Jalaja J.Malayan and Jasla P

ABSTRACT
Metal oxides are microporous materials with interesting physical and catalytic

properties. Oxides because of their ability to take part in the exchange of elec-
trons, protons, or oxide ions, are used as catalysts.The major advantage of this
mixed metal oxide is that it is possible to tune oxygen sorption properties by
choosing the required metal components so as to crystallize in a particular struc-
tural pattern.Oxides can be attacked by acids and bases. Those attacked only by
acids are basic oxides, those attacked only by bases are acidic oxides. Oxides that
react with both acids and bases are amphoteric.Metals tend to form basic oxides,
non-metals tend to form acidic oxides. The surface metal oxides consistsof or-
dered arrays of acid-base centers. The surface metal oxides consists of ordered
arrays of acid-base centers. The cationic metal centers act as Lewis acid sites while
the anionic oxygen centers act as Lewis bases. Surface hydroxyl groups are able to
serve as Bronsted acid or base sites as they are able to give up or accept proton.
The strength and the amount of Lewis and Bronsted acid-base sites will deter-
mine the catalytic activity of many metal oxides. Al2O3 – ZnO mixed oxides of
different composition were found to catalyse the esterification reaction. The prod-
uct analysis was carried out using IR and GCMS. The surface characterization was
carried out using XRD (X-ray Diffraction) and SEM (Scanning Electron Micros-
copy).

Key words: Aluminium nitrate, Zinc nitrate, mixed oxide, XRD, SEM, GCMS,
IR Debye Scherrer Formula
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INTRODUCTION
According to Fuller[1] the correlation between the catalytic activity and acid-

baseproperties of metal oxides can be explained by the strength of acid-base
interactions between the reacting molecule and catalyst surface. The production
of most industrially important chemicals involves catalysis. Similarly most
biochemically significant process is [2] catalyzed. 2H2O2   2H2O + O2 is slow
in the unanalyzed reaction. If catalyst MnO2 or enzyme peroxidase in organisms
is involved, reaction rate increases [3].Catalyst generally reacts with one or more
reactants to form intermediates that subsequently give the final reaction product,
ie the process regenerating the catalyst. Homogeneous cataysis is a sequence of
reactions that involve a catalyst in the same phase as the reactants. Most commonly
a homogeneous catalyst is dissolved in a solvent with reactants eg: of homogeneous
catalysis involves the influence of H+ on the esterification of[4] carboxylic acids
such as formation of methyl acetate from acetic acid and methanol. Silica-alumina
is an important binary oxide because of the potential utility as a matrix in zeolite
containing cracking catalysts [5]. From the IR spectra of pyridine and 2,6-dimethyl
pyridine chemisorbed on silica-magnesia Kermerec etal [6] deduce that Bronsted
and Lewis acid sites are present.

Heterogeneous acid catalysis attracted much attention primarily because het-
erogeneous acid catalysts act as catalyst in petroleum refinery and are known as a
main catalyst in the cracking process which is the largest process [7]. In general,
alcohols undergo dehydration [8] to olefins and ethers over acidic catalysts and
dehydrogenation to aldehydes or ketones over basic catalysts. Esterification is usu-
ally carried out using a homogenous hydrogen ion catalyst.The method has a
disadvantage of isolation of products. Recently solid super acid catalysts have been
employed for esterification [9]. The important properties of the catalysts are activ-
ity, selectivity, stability, regeneration, shape, porosity and environmental
(ecofriendly). One of the important parameters affecting the performance of po-
rous hydrophilic materials is pore structure.The design of new amphoteric [10]
catalysts is of great interest for several industrial processes, especially those cover-
ing dehydration and dehydrogenation phenomena.
EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE

ZnO-Al2O3 mixed oxides of different composition were prepared by co-
precipitation method [11] from their nitrate solutions (10% ZnO-Al2O3, 20% ZnO-
Al2O3, 40% ZnO-Al2O3, 60% ZnO-Al2O3,80 % ZnO-Al2O3).Pure oxides were
prepared by hydroxide method from their nitrate solutions [12] .The composition
is given in Table 1.
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Molecular mass of Aluminium nitrate nonahydrate Al (NO3)3 .9H2O -375.133.
Molecular mass of Zinc nitrate Zn (NO3)2 . 6H2O-297.48 Mixed oxides were char-
acterized using XRD pattern (diffractometer) and SEM (JSM-6390).The mixed
oxide formation may be monitored by powder X-ray diffraction pattern combin-
ing those of the pure phases. As the reaction proceeds, a new set of reflections
corresponding to the product Al2ZnO4 emerges and grows in intensity at the ex-
pense of reflections from Al2O3 and ZnO. On completion of the reaction the pow-
dered diffraction pattern will be that of pure Al2ZnO4. The XRD peaks clearly
show the crystalline nature of mixed oxides. The XRD peaks at 200 , 300 , 350 , 600,
and 650 (hexagonal) are characteristic of Al2O3. The peak at 200,320 , 360 , 470 , and
630 are characteristic of ZnO. Average particle size can be estimated by using
Debye-Scherrer formula. The values are given inTable 2. D = .9ë/âCosè  ë- wave-
length â- full width at half maximum (radians), è- angle of diffraction ( radians).
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From the XRD pattern it is seen that Al2ZnO4 formation is completed at 60%
ZnO.Al2O3 which contained reflections from both oxides and there after remains
the same. The particle sizes of the pure and mixed oxides are of nano dimensions.
Experiments on planar substrates under ZnO excess have confirmed that SSR in
the Al2O3-ZnO system leads to a ZnAl2O4 layer formation in the presence of 3D
voids [13].The SEM micrographs were used to observe surface morphology of
oxide particles. Micrographs show polycrystalline and uniformly distributed par-
ticles of oxide system The SEM , scanning electron microscope is a type of elec-
tron microscope that images the sample surface by scanning it with a high energy
beam of electrons in a raster scan pattern. The electrons interact with the atoms
that makeup the sample producing signals that contain information about samples
surface, topography, composition, and other properties such as electrical conduc-
tivity.  SEM picture showed 6000 magnification. Electrons are accelerated at 6KV.
STUDIES ON CATALYTIC ACTIVITY OF MIXED OXIDES

Esterification
The esterification reaction was carried out in a 50ml round bottom flask equipped

with  a reflux condenser in which the catalyst (0.5g) ,aceticacid (2mmol) , n-
butanol(32mmol) and n-decane(0.05mmol) used as internal standard were placed.
The reaction temperature was maintained at 98oC and stirred using magnetic stir-
rer for 5 hrs.The product was analysed by means of GCMS by comparison of
mass spectrum with that of standard sample.

Reagents
Purification of acetic acid
LR grade reagent obtained from Merck was purified by adding some acetic

anhydride to react with water present.It was then heated for 1hr just below boil-
ing in the presence of 2g CrO3 per 100ml and then fractionally distilled.The frac-
tion at 116 oC-118 oC was collected [14] (Perrin DD,1983).

Purification of n-butanol
LR grade reagent obtained from Merck was further purified by drying with

anhydrous K2CO3 and fractionally distilled. The fraction boiling at 116.5oC was
collected [15] (A.I Vogel, 1973, P-886).

Purification of n-decane
LR grade reagent purified by shaking with conc.H2SO4.It was washed with

H2O and aq.NaHCO3.Finally It was washed with more water, then it was dried
with MgSO4, refluxed with sodium and distilled. The fraction boiling at 174oC
was collected [16] (ibid,P-190).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

 Herewe have synthesized pure ZnO and Al2O3 oxides and their mixed ox-
ides(10% ZnO-Al2O3, 20% ZnO-Al2O3, 40% ZnO-Al2O3 ,60% ZnO-Al2O3,80 %
ZnO-Al2O3).Surface characterization was carried out using XRD and SEM .Cata-
lytic activity studies were carried out for esterification reaction using the above 5
mixed oxides and pure oxides.
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Esterification reaction
The catalytic activity of the oxide systems were tested towards esterification

reaction.
CH3COOH + C4H9 OH ’! CH3COOC4H9

Acetic acid     n-butanol         n-butylacetate
The product analysis was carried out using TLC,GCMS and IR.The GCMS

results are shown in Table 3.

The GCMS data are given in Fig I and II . A mechanism has been proposed for
the esterification reaction The heterogenous catalysis involves the abstraction of
hydride ion by the catalyst surface.
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The mechanism of the esterification reaction on the catalytic surface
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Mclafferty rearrangement

Esters of long chain alcohols show a diagnostic peak at m/z 61, 75,….from elimination of the
alkyl moiety and transfer of two hydrogen atoms to the fragment containing the oxygen
atoms. Hydrogen rearrangement gives m/z=61.

In the mass spectrum x-axis represent m/z ratios. The y-axis represent signal intensity for
each of the fragments detected during the reaction. From the mass spectral peaks at
m/z=43,57,61and73are characteristics of n-butyl acetate. Here n-decane is used as the
internal standard. Its intensity is arbitrarily given the value of 100 and all other values are
represented as the base peak. The product n-butyl acetate formed for different oxide system
as catalyst decreases in the following order:

60%ZnO-Al
2
O= 40% ZnO-Al

2
O

3
> 80% ZnO-Al

2
O

3 
. Pure catalysts showed no activity

towards esterification.

100% conversion was obtained for the formation of n-butyl acetate. The retention time for
n-butyl acetate was found to be at 2-3 and 8.5-9 under different conditions.  Theester can be
recognized if there are two strong bands owing to C=O stretching and C-O stretching in the
IR spectrum. Estersshow carbonyl absorption frequency at 1750-1735 cm-1.Usually all classes
of esters show two strong bands in the region 1340-1050 cm-1 due to c-o stretching .The
characteristic frequencies of õC=O(carbonyl), õC-O(c-o) and  õC-H are shown in Table 4.



Baselius Researcher ISSN 0975-8658

Vol. XX  No. 01  January - June 201946

In all IR spectra C-H deformation peak was observed at 1450 and 1370cm-

1.From the IR spectral details also the formation of n-butyl acetate was confirmed.
Both acidic and basic sites are present on the catalyst surface and Al2O3 display

both sites in similar amounts on the surface and can be called amphoteric. Here
relative acidic and basic features may vary in mixed oxides and 60% ZnO-Al2O3
and 40% ZnO- Al2O3were found to be good catalyst for the esterification
reaction(Esterification reaction as an acid catalyzed reaction).It was reported that
ZnO contains strong basic sites consisting of O2-ions, and the incorporation of
more electronegative cations (Al3+) increases the density and strength of the acidic
sites.

During calcination the dehydration of the catalyst surface occurs. During de-
hydration, the hydroxyl ions combine to form water molecules which are then
desorbed leaving a surface lattice consisting of both  O2- and hydroxyl ions. For
each molecule of H2O removed one oxide ion left in the top layer and one Al3+ left
in the octahedral void in the next lower layer. These Lewis acid sites catalyse the
esterification reaction.
CONCLUSION

Mixed oxide catalysis is one of the most important areas of research and as-
sume great relevance as an economic alternative to the many homogenously cata-
lyzed industrially important reactions. The availability of suitable supports for
metal catalysts is of fundamental importance in heterogeneous catalysis. Due to
its good structure and mechanical properties and low cost ,ã-alumina is one of the
most used supports especially in hydro treating catalysts. Here different composi-
tions of ZnO-Al2O3 mixed oxides were prepared by co-precipitation method and
characterized by XRD, SEM and IR. Particle sizes were calculated by Debye –
Scherrer equation .9ë/âcoss and it was found that pure and mixed oxide particles are of
nano dimensions. Here the type of defect which may be regarded as an abnormally
exposed Al3+ ion with resultant localized +ve charge, possesses the characters of
lewis acid.  Interest in the nature of catalytic aluminas has centered mainly on the
electron deficient sites on the alumina surface.

The product analysis was carried out using GCMS and TLC. The fragments of
n-butyl acetate was formed at m/z values 43, 57, 61 and 73. The product conver-
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sion is about 100% for 40% and 60% ZnO-Al2O3 and about 40% for 80% ZnO-
Al2O3. The surface properties of the support considerably improve upon Zinc
oxide addition and these mixed oxides are more active than Al2O3 due to proper
combination of acidic and basic sites.

   The acidic and basic properties of oxide catalysts are very important for the
development of scientific criteria in catalyst application. Mixed oxide catalysts
have found wide application in a variety of industrial processes such as oxidation,
reduction and condensation. Synthetic mixed oxides are components of many
ceramics with remarkable properties and important advanced technological ap-
plications. Knowledge of the interaction of reactants and products with the sur-
face of a catalyst provides valuable information for a better understanding of a
catalyst process.
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ABSTRACT

Ecocriticism is the study of literature and the environment from
an interdisciplinary point of view, where literature scholars analyse texts that il-
lustrate environmental concerns and examine the various ways literature treats
the subject of nature. It takes an interdisciplinary point of view by analysing the
works of authors, researchers and poets in the context of environmental issues
and nature. Ecocriticism investigates the relation between humans and the natu-
ral world in literature. It deals with how environmental issues, cultural issues
concerning the environment and attitudes towards nature are presented and
analysed. One of the main goals in ecocriticism is to study how individuals in
society behave and react in relation to nature and ecological aspects. This form of
criticism has gained a lot of attention during the recent years due to higher social
emphasis on environmental destruction and increased technology. It is hence a
fresh way of analysing and interpreting literary texts, which brings new dimen-
sions to the field of literary and theoretical studies. Western thought has often
held a more or less utilitarian attitude to nature that is nature is for serving hu-
man needs. However, after the eighteenth century, there emerged many voices
that demanded a revaluation of the relationship between man and environment,
and man’s view of nature.

INTROIDUCTION
Ecocriticism will be used in this paper to analyse Daniel Defoe’s Robinson

Crusoe and Jon Krakauer’s Into the Wild. In both the novels, the protagonists
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have a different view of their environments. Robinson Crusoe had the urge to go
to the sea from his childhood but it was his father who had stood against his
dreams, but he followed his passion till he succeeded. Christopher McCandless
on the other hand only had the desire to go to Alaska after his graduation, many
thought at first he was just like the other dreamers and misfits who wanted to
escape from the tensions of the civilised world. Some like the author tell the jour-
ney was for him to avoid intense emotional encounters at close range especially to
avoid responsibility to those who loved him; as it was evident while he was alive.
This paper will also attempt to investigate the social ecological concerns in these
novels.

Man, Travel and Nature: An Ecocritical Reading of Daniel Defoe’s Robinson
Crusoe and Jon Krakauer’s Into the Wild

Representations of the natural environment are as old as recorded literature
and were prominent in the account of the Garden of Eden in the Hebrew Bible, as
well as in the pastoral form inaugurated by the Greek Theocritus in the third
century BC and later imitated by the Roman poet Virgil- an ideal depiction of the
rural life, viewed as a survival of the simplicity, peace and harmony that had been
lost by a complex and urban society. Prominent in ecocriticism is a critique of
binaries such as man/nature or culture/nature, viewed as mutually exclusive op-
positions. It is pointed out, instead, that these entities are interconnected and also
mutually constitutive. Many ecocritics recommend, and themselves exemplify,
the extension of “green reading”, that is analysis of the implications of a text for
environmental concerns and toward political action, to all literary genres, includ-
ing prose fiction and poetry, and also to writings in the natural and social sciences.
Within the literary domain, the endeavor is to elevate the status, or to include
within the major canon of literature, the hitherto undervalued forms of nature
writing and of local color or regional fiction of authors.

Lawrence Buell defines “ ‘ecocriticism’... as a study of the relationship between
Literature and the environment conducted in a spirit of commitment to environ-
mentalist praxis.” Simon Estok noted in 2001 that “ecocriticism has distinguished
itself, debates notwithstanding, firstly by the ethical stand it takes, its commit-
ment to the natural world as an important thing rather than simply as an object of
thematic study and secondly by its commitment to making connections.” Estok
in article argues that ecocriticism is more than “simply the study of nature or
natural things in literature; rather it is any theory that is committed to effecting
change by analyzing artistic, social, historical, ideological, theoreticalor natural
environment or aspects of it, represented in documents that contribute to mate-
rial practices in material worlds.” Michael P Cohen has observed that “if you want
to be anecocritic, be prepared to explain what you do and be criticized, if not
satirized.” Cohen says that one of the problems of ecocriticism has been what he
calls its “praise-song school” of criticism. All ecocritics share an environmentalist
motivation of some sort, but some are ‘naturesceptical’.

Thus it shares a sense of the ways in which ‘nature’ has been used
tolegitimizegender, sexual and racial norms, but it also involves scepticism about
the uses to which ‘ecological’ language is put in ecocriticism; it can also involve a
critique of the ways cultural norms of nature and the environment contribute to
environmental degradation. For the question of what ecocriticism is or should be,
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CamiloGomides has offered an operational definition that is both broad and dis-
criminating: “the field of enquiry that analyses and promotes works of art which
raise moral questions about human interactions with nature, while also motivat-
ing audiences to live within a limit that will be binding over generations”

Ecocritics investigate such things as the underlying ecological values, what is
meant by the word nature, and whether the examination of place should be a
distinctive category, much like class, gender or race. Ecocritics examine human
perception wilderness, and how it has changed throughout history and whether
or not current environmental issues are accurately represented or even mentioned
in popular culture andmodern literature. Scholarsinecocriticism engage in ques-
tions regarding anthropocentrism, and the “mainstream assumption that the natu-
ral world be seen primarily as a resource for human beings” as well as critical
approaches to changing ideas in “the material and cultural bases of modern soci-
ety.” “Empirical ecocritics” have begun empirically evaluating the influence of
eco-fiction on its readers. Other disciplines, such as history, economics, philoso-
phy, ethics, and psychology, are also considered by ecocritics to be possible con-
tributors to ecocriticism.

This paper was intended to analyse how the novels Robinson Crusoe and Into the
Wild treats the subject of nature.The way Christopher McCandless and Robinson
Crusoe saw nature was the same in the way that, McCandless had wanted to
explore Alaska own his own and to stay at Denali National Park for some time
with minimal supplies, hoping to live off the land. Crusoe, on the other hand, had
also wanted to travel through the vast seas but at the same time also had a desire
to make some money. McCandless had travelled in his Datsun, but in between a
flash flood had disabled his car, then and there he removed its license plates, took
what he could carry and kept on moving on foot. McCandless never had interest
for money as before his travel he refused his parents offer to pay for law school
after his graduation and also their offer to buy him a car using the twenty-four
thousand dollars remaining in his college fund. Instead, he decided to donate all
that money to a charity.

Crusoe’s arrival on the island does not make him revert to a brute existence
controlled by animal instincts. And unlike animals, he remains conscious of him-
self at all times. Indeed, his island existence actually deepens his self-awareness as
he withdraws from the external social world and turns inward. The idea that the
individual must keep a careful reckoning of the state of his own soul is a key point
in the Presbyterian doctrine that Defoe took seriously all his life. Crusoe keeps
accounts of himself enthusiastically, he keeps a journal to record his daily activi-
ties, even when they amount to nothing more than finding a few pieces of wood
on the beach or waiting inside while it rains. Crusoe feels the importance of stay-
ing aware of his situation at all times. This sort of self-examining thought is natu-
ral for anyone alone on a desert island, he teaches nature itself to voice his own
self-awareness.

Crusoe’s encounters with water in the novel are often associated not simply
with hardship, but with a kind of symbolic ordeal, or test of character. First, the
storm off the coast of Yarmouth frightens Crusoe’s friend away from a life at sea
but does not deter Crusoe. Then in his first trading voyage, he proves himself a
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capable merchant, and in his second one, he shows he is able to survive enslave-
ment. His escape from his Moorish master and his successful encounter with the
Africans both occur at sea. Most significantly, Crusoe survives his shipwreck after
a lengthy immersion in water. But the sea remains a source of danger and fear
even later when the cannibals arrive in canoes. The Spanish shipwreck reminds
Crusoe of the destructive power of water and of his own good fortune in surviv-
ing it.

Crusoe’s success in controlling his environment, overcoming his obstacles and
mastering his situation shows the condition of mastery a positive thing. Crusoe
lands in an inhospitable environment and makes it his home. His taming and
domestication of wild goats and parrots with Crusoe as their master illustrates his
new found control. Crusoe’s mastery over nature makes him a master of his fate
and of himself. Eventhough Crusoe blames himself for disobeying his father or
blames the destiny that drove him to sea, he later on stops viewing himself as a
passive victim and strikes a new note of self-determination. In building a home
for himself on the island, he finds that he is master of his life; though he suffers a
hard fate and still finds prosperity.

When Crusoe had gone on a tour around the island, he had discovered a de-
lightful valley in which he decides to build a bower. This bower contrasts sharply
with Crusoe’s first residence, since it is built not for the practical purpose of shel-
ter or storage, but just for the sake of pleasure since he was enamoured of the
place; from then on he never solely focused on survival. The bower symbolizes a
radical improvement in Crusoe’s attitude towards his time on the island. The is-
land was no longer was no longer a disaster to suffer through.

Eventhough Crusoe had loved the island which he had lived in he lived each
and everyday of his life trying to escape from it. In order to escape from it he had
not just made calculations of the days he had lived their but had also been precise
in assuming the weather. In order to escape from the island Crusoe had spent a
long time making his canoe; it had precisely took him twenty days to fell the tree
and fourteen to remove the branches. According to him the tree was “five foot ten
inches in diameter at the lower part...and four foot eleven inches diameter at the
end of twenty-two foot.” All this shows Crusoe’s preciseness in his calculations,
but here the question arises, whether he was successful to escape his isolation all
by himself? Without the help of nature Crusoe would never have been able to
survive in that island.

Crusoe’s ability to adapt to nature is also the reason he could survive especially
in the case of food. The availability of goats and fowls was indeed a relief for him.
He soon provides himself with food, and indeed each new edible item marks a
new stage in his mastery of the island, his food supply had become a symbol of
his survival. His securing of goat meat staves off immediate starvation, and his
discovery of grain is viewed as a miracle. His cultivation of raisins, almost a luxury
food for Crusoe, marks a new comfortable period. The images of food convey
Crusoe’s ability to integrate the island into his life, just as food is integrated into
the body to let the organism to grow and prosper. But no sooner does Crusoe
master the art of eating than he begins to fear being eaten by himself. The canni-
bals had transformed Crusoe for the consumer into a potential object to be con-
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sumed. Eating is an image of existence itself, just as being eaten signifies death for
Crusoe. Life for Crusoe always illustrates this eat or be eaten philosophy, since
even back in Europe he is threatened by man-eating wolves.

When Robinson Crusoe was trying to escape the isolation, Christopher
McCandless was in the quest of ideal independence and isolation. By Jon Krakauer’s
interview with many people about Christopher McCandless (also included in the
book), we come to know that many people had helped McCandless at the same
time he claimed he wanted to leave everyone behind. In his trip to the Stampede
Trail which is considered to be his last trip of his life. McCandless decides to re-
main in an abandoned bus instead of making a shelter of his own. Since
McCandless was too weak to forage in the end he couldn’t save his own life. If he
had not decided to leave human contact behind entirely, he might have been able
to receive help.

The unconquerable, unpredictable side of nature appears in Into the Wild. The
people of Alaska for instance consider people like Christopher McCandless as
fools to approach the wild with the idea that its vast beauty will solve their emo-
tional or spiritual difficulties. Many explorers just like McCandless mentioned by
Krakauer doesn’t succeed in their plans and nature confounds nearly all of them.
McCandless studies his edible plant guide and makes no mistakes in identifying
species he can use to supplement his diet. He had succumbed to a mold growing
on a seed he thought was safe to eat. A flooded river blocks his way when he
decides he wants to head back to civilization. Many of the book’s events, includ-
ing its final outcome, reflect the tragic irony of the idea that nature can be con-
trolled. Too much of nature is both invisible and too unpredictable for McCandless
to survive.
CONCLUSION

In Into the Wild Jon Krakauer loads the text with descriptions of natural phe-
nomena, flora, fauna, weather patterns and geological formations. Most notable
among this plethora of details are the key passages that note mountain ranges,
glaciers and rivers, especially rivers in flood as sublime or frightening. These in-
clude Krakauer’s description of the Alaska Range near Mount McKinly, where
Christopher McCandless spends his last days. Into the wild is book where the
author asks its readers to see how close they can come to the mystery of nature,
which apparently cares nothing for human beings, and whether nature can be
considered beautiful, given that its primary aspect is inhuman or even opposed to
human life. These descriptions of sublime nature also pose a secondary, more
complex question about whether nature writing can ever do justice to its subjects.
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An Atypical shift in the space of Africa
and Women owing to Racism and

Colonization in Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie’s Half of a Yellow Sun

Ajesh Raju

ABSTRACT

The terms colonization and racism had shaken the world during a certain point
of time in the history of the world. These could be considered as the most capti-
vating and the most terrible terminologies of the history of mankind. These all
began with the inhuman practices began with the British people. They have paved
the way for the greatest brutalities that the world witnessed. Of those, the most
brutal one is the colonization process. British people colonized most of the coun-
tries and put in under their control. They had stolen the precious things and the
wealth of each countries which they had colonized. They made larger benefits out
of this, like economic benefits and they had taken control over the trade and
enslaved people in these countries. Even India was once a British colony and the
aim of the British people were the valuable spices of India. But the greatest victim
of the British colonization is undoubtedly Africa. No other countries suffered as
Africa had under the ferocious colonial rule of Britain. The major reason for that
was the Africans were illiterate and their land was once a place plenty of resources
which had completely stolen away. They were not aware of their rights and were
voiceless. Even in this post-postmodern age, things have not changed. They are
not still free from the strict bonds of racism and the world now looks at Africa and
the Africans with an eye of discrimination, that of colour.Africansare the prime
victims of racism and they are facing it all over the world and people harassed
them by calling them with their colours.
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INTRODUCTION
Half of a Yellow Sun is a postcolonial novel written by the Nigerian novelist

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and this novel is a great accountof the colonization
and racism issues faced by the Africans and they are facing it now also.
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie is a well known writer and she is known for portray-
ing the African issues through her writings like the novels Purple Hibiscus and
Americanah and these novels has a touch of Africa in it. In the novel Half of a
Yellow Sun, she is contrasting the difference that happens over Africa and the
native women due to the Biafran Civil War. The author is just narrating a story
and mentions the problems that the Africans faced. But in the novel, there is no
deep observation about the problems and it is not bothered about its after effects,
which is so relevant to the context. There is no close study of the issues as reading
the novel feels like a plain narration of the issues. The novel was published in the
year of 2006 and it was the modern era, where things had not much changed
from that of the novel. A close study of the issues mentioned in the novel and a
comparison of it with the present situation will unveil many hidden consequences.
There is a change in the space of Africa and the native women and the paper will
further look forward into these serious matters.

The novel begins by showing an occasion where Ugwu, the protagonist of the
novel joins Odenigbo as his houseboy. Ugwu is the most important character in
the novel as he is the prime victim of the colonization process. In the beginning of
the novel, he was an innocent boy and the partition of Nigeria and the coloniza-
tion by the British makes things worse and he was tempted to join the army
where he takes part in several brutal and inhuman activities and he rapes a girl
who belongs to his own community. This case shows how dangerous the coloni-
zation process was. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie in Half of a YellowSun, articu-
lates the place of women characters in the Nigerian society. This novel is set in the
colonial and postcolonial era: before, during and after the Biafran Civil War in
Nigeria, that took place from 1967 to 1970. Nigerian women in the novel face
numerous challenges as they attempt to establish their place in the society. The
major women characters in the novel are Olanna, Kainene, and Baby. As said
earlier, the African women are attempting to mark their own place in the society.

After the British left Nigeria, especially Africa, their rules had been taken by
the Africans themselves. That time, Africa was facing a great depression as the
colonizers robbed their wealth and their possessions. Due to this, women sought
sexual jobs to earn money and such a situation is portrayed in the novel. Olanna’s
father was a great business man and he encouraged his daughter to prostitute
herself for gathering business from the corporate giants. This is a great effect of
the colonial rule in Africa and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie had misrepresented
Africa in some ways. She portrays the women as a sexual commodity and didn’t
mention its reason behind it. It is visible in the novel that there is no stability in
the relationships, like Olanna’s sister Kainenewas in a relationship with Richard
and in a false conception, Olanna sleeps with Richard and in anger, Kainene sleeps
with Odenigbo. These kinds of unstable relationships are present in the novel and
itis intentionally degrading the women in Africa. The author herself is an African
and she also falls into the issues that began with the colonizers that she mocks her
own community.
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The sexual acts done by the African women is not an intended one, they fell
into it due to the colonization. Colonization had left a larger threat to Africa where
they practiced people to treat their own community cruelly. In the novel, the
women in the refuge camps had to sell their chastity to the authorities in order to
get food and the basic essentials. The church father Marcel also fucked many
women in the refuge camps and no one questioned it because they were not
meant to do so, they were sealed as the downtrodden, illiterate, and they were
considered as the lowest level of the mankind. The women in Africa were sexually
exploited by people all over the world and it has become so due to one reason,
that of colonization.

The space of women before the Biafran Civil War was same like the women in
other countries. But during the Biafran Civil War and the colonization process,
things had changed completely and after the Biafran War, things continued in the
same momentum. The space of women before these events was that of a mother.
She used to take care of her family and even in the recession period, she used to
collect food from the refuge camps as men were killed by the army if they come
off their homes. From the space of motherhood, the space of women shifted to
that of a sexual object. They are no longer the embodiments of motherly image,
rather they had become a sexual material where authorities fulfilled their lustful
desires. Seeing this forth, aunt Ifeka in the novel said that, “You must never be-
have as if your life belongs to a man. Do you hear me? Your life belongs to you
and you alone”(Adichie368). Thus Africa had become a paradigm for women
sexuality as they were exploited largely and it could be said that violence against
women has its roots in Africa.

In this situation, Martin Luther King’s rhetoric speech I Have a Dream is very
significant. In this historic speech, Luther shares the dreams that he had and he
delivered the speech after Africans got freedom. Luther says that they are com-
pletely free from the strict bonds colonialism, but it’s not a fact because still they
are not completely free from one issue, that of racism. Luther says that, “I have a
dream that one day down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor
having his lips dripping with the words of “interposition” and “nullification”, one
day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join
hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers”(King).

His dream has not yet been fully satisfied and the 2006 novel is an absolute
account which draws this situation clearly. The Africans are still facing issues with
their race and they are being discriminated in the name of it. Adichie brilliantly
portrays these issues in the name of racism in her novel and she gives apt ex-
amples for it through specific characters who stood as an embodiment for the
White superior people. Whites considered themselves as superior and treated oth-
ers, especially the Africans as an inferior race. Susan is one such character who
stands for the British side and she clearly makes a distinction between the Whites
and the Blacks in the name of race. She was the first girlfriend of Richard and she
was a jealous racist who always looks down on all the Nigerians. Susan says that,
“Of course. We all hate somebody, but it’s about control. Civilization teaches you
control”(Adichie 98).

Susan, a British expatriate, expresses a racism rooted in the assumption that
Nigerians need the “civilizing” influence of British hegemony. Susan sets up a
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dichotomy, where the British are civilized and the Nigerians are not, and the Igbo
are particularly uncivilized given they’ve had less contact with the British than
other groups such as the Yoruba. Susan lacks self-awareness, as well as any critical
sense of her own racism, and sees herself as having more self-control than Nigeri-
ans despite her out-of-control drinking and jealousy. Susan thus appears as an
unstable character whofavoured the White race and degraded the Blacks because
she was a product of the White settlers. The Whites made all people believe that
they are doing the right thing and people who believed didn’t considered them as
humans and penalised them in the most treacherous ways.

The author herself said in the novel that, “greatness depends on where you are
coming from”(Adichie 417).Africans were not great because the place was a de-
termining factor. Their place had been misused by the colonisers and it was deval-
ued by the world. No one is aware about its truth and the truth had become an
insult for them. Richard Churchill is an English expatriate and journalist and he
had come to Nigeria to study about their culture and the narrator in the novel
Half of a Yellow Sun speaks to Richard that, “Of course, I asked because you are
White. They will take what you write more seriously because you are
White”(Adichie 382). This shows how the Whites decide things and it also reveals
their mind set. They considered their stance as the ultimate, the truth and fail to
consider other’s side. They took decision on their own, whether it is true or not
doesn’t matter for them. In the above quoted narrative, Whites are treated better
and respected more due to their class status. It is Whites who is totally responsible
for bringing the class status of Africa to a lower level, to a suppressed degree,
neglected magnitude and much more.

Adichie in her novel Americanah stated that:
“The only reason you say that race was not an issue is because you wish it was

not. We all wish it was not. But it’s a lie. I came from a country where race was not
an issue; I did not think of myself as black and I only became black when I came
to America. When you are black in America and you fall in love with a white
person, race doesn’t matter when you’re alone together because it’s just you and
your love. But the minute you step outside, race matters. But we don’t talk about
it. We don’t even tell our white partners the small things that piss us off and the
things we wish they understood better, because we’re worried they will say we’re
overreacting, or we’re being too sensitive. And we don’t want them to say, look
how far we’ve come, just forty years ago it would have been illegal for us to even
be a couple blah blah blah, because you know what we’re thinking when they say
that? We’re thinking why the fuck should it ever have been illegal anyway? But
we don’t say any of this stuff. We let it pile up inside our heads and when we come
to nice liberal dinners like this, we say that race doesn’t matter because that’s what
we’re supposed to say, to keep our nice liberal friends comfortable. It’s true. I
speak from experience” (Adichie 278).

This quote by Adichie makes it clear the role of the White colonisers in making
things problematic by creating a racial issue in the land of Africa which later spread
all over the world. Race is not an issue when a Black stands with the White, but
the moment he steps off, race is an issue and it matters. It is merely a constructed
thing which the Whites used to evoke protest and gain wealth and popularity for
their land.
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The space of women before, during, and after the Biafran Civil War is totally
different. They were seen as mothers before the war and their image has changed
a lot during the war and it continued. Their space in the society has changed far
from our conceptions and there lies an irony where a woman with motherly im-
age has become a sexual commodity. The place Africa has became a synonym for
colonization and racism and it had been made so by the European imperialism
and the space of Africa in the world history is of a minor, isolated role from the
Eurocentric point of view.
CONCLUSION

Africa has became a synonym for colonization and racism and the majority of
the population who hears these terms will relate it to Africa because things were
much controversial due to the colonization process which was a result of the Eu-
ropean imperialism. Africans had suffered a lot under the brutal colonial rule and
the issues still persists. The main items traded were gold and salt. The gold mines
of West Africa provided great wealth to West African Empires such as Ghana and
Mali. Other items that were commonly traded included ivory, kola nuts, cloth,
slaves, metal goods, and beads. European powers, such as Britain, France, Ger-
many, Belgium, Spain and many other colonial powers colonised Africa to gain
their wealth thus to improve the economy of the Whites. After they conquered
Africa, Africans face utter poverty because their possessions had been stolen away
by the European powers.

Women were extremely exploited sexually and the point is they were raped by
men who belong to their own community, the Igbo community. This was a ten-
dency which was deeply rooted in the European powers as they had used the
African women to fulfil their sexual desires, only for the pleasure they gained.
Women were seen as a mother before the problems and they were changed as a
commodity, a sexual commodity. A 2009 census report shows that “South Africa
has the highest number of people living with HIV/AIDS in the world which counts
to 7.7 million”(Kaiser). This makes it clear that they are still facing sexual exploita-
tion and they are not free from it which had begun by the Whites.Colonization
had created only problems for Africa and what they did in favour of Africa is
minimal. Thus the space of women changed a lot in Africa and the space of Africa
itself had undergone a great shift where a land full of gold, salt etc. hadbecome s
place of utter poverty, corruption, unemployment, and insecure sexual contact
led to a larger population growth and so on.

Racism was the other issue which was very dangerous than people’s concep-
tions. Racism in Africa was originally strengthened by the European colonialism
and this racism was one of the root causes of the Biafran Civil War. They faced a
lot of discrimination in the name of their race and colour and they were denied
basic human rights and the world treated them miserably. So this paper aims to
make a stance that there should be no such situation on other countries and on
women. The account of Africa is thenovel Half of a Yellow Sun is atypical and
there should be no other condition like this, instead there should be a perfect
world which is free from all these problems. Adichie’s account of Africa shows an
atypical shift which stands against the norms and notions of the post-postmodern
world
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The Propagation of State Politics
through Internet with Emphasis on

Trolls and Social media

GOVIND  S.

ABSTRACT

Cyberculture is a term that is used to denote culture that we are going through
at the moment with reference to the practices that exist within the cyber realm.We
as a collective community has entered the cyber world. It has become an insepa-
rable partof our lives in which we project our representations and build our own
identity.Thishas become a practice and has been fully absorbed into our ways of
living to the extent that it has become part and parcel of our culture.Discourse on
culture cannot leave out cyberspace.

Keywords : Trolls, Social Media, Politics, Cyberculture

INTRODUCTION
“Cyberculture comprises a set of technologies, material and intellectual, prac-

tices, attitudes, modes ofthought and values developed along with the growth of
cyberspace, a non place where people from several places, with pretty different
cultures, values of all sorts and habits, coexist and communicate. Cyberculture
has utterance by practices included but not limited to global sharing, distributed
creation, social networking, streaming, mass collaboration, collaborative assess-
ment, social bookmarking or cloud computing. These routines encourage com-
mitment, participation and empathy; making us irrevocably involved with and
responsible for each other and provoking that experiences lived on cyberspace
have an influence into ourselves, by changing the way we think, the form of our
communities, and our very identities” (Diago, 2).
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By using social networks, by accessing virtual worlds, by publishing their ideas
on blogs or websites, people share their thoughts, allowing others to know and to
integrate them. Therefore, users who are far away geographically can be closer by
sharing a message through the multiple tools or devices available.

Digital or electronic literature has been on the ascent.It has slowly started to
replace other traditional forms of literature. This has happened after it started to
gain acceptance among the tech savvy youth and the digital migrant population.
They have rode the cultural wave that has launched them into a new world. One
of the prominent things about digital literature is its accessibility. It is accessible to
people of diverse cultures and places. Information from one corner of the world
can find its way to another through internet.

Artists and authors have experimented with creative computation since the
computer’s genesis, with early works such as Christopher Strachey’s Love Letter
Generator for the Manchester Mark II in 1954 (Wardrip-Fruin 2008, p.134).Since
then electronic literature has gained traction as a serious artistic endeavour. Elec-
tronic literature broadly encompasses literary works which exploit the processing
power of the computer to enhance the text’s poetics beyond using the computer
as a networked distribution medium. Critics and practitioners of these new forms
assembled around the term electronic literature through the establishment of the
Electronic Literature Organization in 1999: a non-profit organisation designed to
promote creative and scholarly work around new digital textual genres. The term
covers a range of genres and material forms including Camille
Utterback&RomyAchituv’s TEXT RAIN (1999), where readers interact with pro-
jections of falling words, altering the trajectory of individual characters’ descents;
Joseph Weizenbaum’s ELIZA (1966), a linguistic automaton that engages in con-
versation with users through pretending to be a Rogerian psychoanalyst  and Josh
Tanenbaum et al. The Reading Glove (2010), an installation that encourages the
user to explore the history of several objectsthrough picking them up with an
RFID-enabled glove to listen to an emerging narrative. The electronic literature
community positions their work against print culture, which allows the form to
be seen as dynamic, innovative and multimodal: an evolution from print. In this
article, I argue that historicizing contemporary practice within the tradition of
avant-garde literature that pre-empts the field’s development is more useful than
arguing for a clean break. For example, Sherman’s (2008) inquiry into the
Renaissance’s remix culture provides rich evidence for the long gestation period
of genres associated with digital media. In this article, I trace the common juxta-
position of electronic literature with print culture and how this ignores the full
range of physical literature, the complementary form to electronic literature”
(Rowberry, 1)

Trolls or memes have emerged and have gained worldwide acceptance.It has
become a very contemporary thing as it attacks issues or put up contemporary
problems in the public space.It can be used as a means of conveying a message to
the society and has also become a platform for public opinion and argument.

“In literature, new genres are born because of the ceaseless human quest to
find new and improved modes of communication. From Donald Trump to Brexit,
some of our most profound, witty and honest observations are communicated
through internet memes. Used for humour, therapy, gratification and protests,
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memes serve the internet generation well for they are free, instantly obvious and
loaded with cathartic qualities” (Ejaz).

“If we analyse memes as a genre, we will find that it has more in common with
traditional forms of storytelling, like fable and parable, than it has with the novel.
Novel is a reflection of Capitalism in literature. It is formal, measured, commodified
and portable. There is a standard version of the text, and an author to claim credit
and royalties. Memes, on the other hand, are a return to fable in many ways. Just
like fable, memes are community-driven, anonymously produced and open to
modification. There is no need for a specialized degree or slick linguist skills to
produce memes, for they rely on thought rather than abstract language” (Ejaz).

“Origins of memes lie in newspaper cartoons and comic strips. A typical meme
consists of text on an image, the former originates from text messages and the
latter follows from photography, which in turn is a successor to painting. On a
more primal level, however, they stem from our insuppressible urge to engage in
gossip, spread rumour and be the first to break news” (Ejaz).

“The central feature of memes is what art philosopher Walter Benjamin would
have called a Quotable Expression. Just like a piece of text can be quoted and used
in different settings, an expression used in memes is quoted by way of screengrab,
painting, photography or digital artwork. Unlike films, poems and novels, memes
are concentrated visuals depicting a limited number of scenes — mostly one. Now
that internet has enabled ordinary people to connect for the first time in history,
memes have brought forth the universality of quotable facial expressions. People
who live in different cultures, speak different languages and have evolved in dif-
ferent climates are readily able to identify universal facial expressions like that of
happiness, sadness, guilt, gratitude, annoyance, fear and disgust. In this hyper-
connected world, memes allow transcultural expression. They even go one step
further and project those emotions onto animals, like the famous Grumpy Cat,
and anime objects” (Ejaz).

Trolls hopes to plant the seeds of self-doubt in the brain of every skeptic and
freethinker through humour. It has evolved into an art form which is widely ac-
cepted and appreciated. The trolls which we read and share has greater implica-
tions than we think and therefore cannot dismissed lightly. There is a popular
dictum, “art for life’s sake”. Trolls, especially political trolls seek not to just enter-
tain but also influence. Troll pages in various social media platforms especially,
Instagram and Facebook make it a habit to attract and influence the pattern of
thinking of the viewers in a way that it brings about a subtle change in them. The
pages compete with each other raising the quality of each other’s works. The most
popular trolls are the ones linked and intertwined with politics. They are politi-
cally charged and can make a lot of noise. It seeks to influence people and make
them rethink their opinions on issues. To make people think is often perceived as
the most important function of art.

Humour is the prime weapon of all troll creators. It is the weapon that disarms
the dogmatism of the reader. However, it is not to mean that trolls make every
human being a changed man. It is just that the greater the degree of humour, the
higher the possibility of rate of influence of trolls. Humour in art has been under-
estimated as a potent tool.
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The psychology of humour affects our brain and how it influences us to think
is not so straightforward. There have been many theories to illustrate the same
but the paradigm adopted by Rod A. Martin stands out:

“What are the characteristics of a stimulus that cause us to perceive it to be
funny?

As we will see in the next two chapters, this question has been a topic of much
scholarly debate and research for centuries (see also Roeckelein, 2002). Most in-
vestigators would agree, however, that humour involves an idea, image, text, or
event that is in some sense incongruous, odd, unusual, unexpected, surprising, or
out of the ordinary. In addition, there needs to be some aspect that causes us to
appraise the stimulus as nonserious or unimportant, putting us into a playful
frame of mind at least momentarily. Thus, the essence of humour seems to be
incongruity, unexpectedness, and playfulness, which evolutionary theorists Mat-
thew Gervais and David Wilson (2005) referred to as “nonserious social incongru-
ity.” This constellation of cognitive elements appears to characterize all forms of
humour, including jokes, teasing, and witty banter, unintentional types of humour
such as amusing slips of the tongue or the proverbial person slipping on the ba-
nana peel, the laughter-eliciting peek-a-boo games and rough-and-tumble play of
children, and even the humour of chimpanzees and gorillas. Arthur Koestler (1964)
cod the term bisodation to refer to the mental process involved in perceiving
humorous incongruity. According to Koestler, bisociation occurs when a situa-
tion, event, or idea is simultaneously perceived from the perspective of two self-
consistent but normally unrelated and even incompatible frames of reference.
Thus, a single event “is made to vibrate simultaneously on two different wave-
lengths, as it were” (p. 35). A simple example is a pun, in which two different
meanings of a word or phrase are brought together simultaneously (e.g., Two
cannibals are eating a clown. One says to the other, “Does this taste funny to
you?”)(Martin, 15)”.

The greater the beauty of representation, the higher the truth which is associ-
ated with it. This is how most arts function whether its literature or music or
painting etc. Art cannot be just contained in the sphere of art itself; it has to come
out of its shackles in proportion of its quality.  The quality is determined by the
depth of the Craft of the creator and hence as all crafts are different, so are all the
craftsmen.

“Thus representations mediate the reality for us. Representation bestows iden-
tity and this identity is taken as true. The true reality is simply the truth value we
associate with a representation of that reality. Reality is interpreted when it gets
represented. Meaning is attributed to an object, a person, a group, or an event
through the process of representation” (Kundu, Nayar, et al., 32).

Poetry used to be the most popular art. There were times when drama ruled
the fray .Thereafter came the age of novels. Then, we could see lighter forms such
as novellas and pamphlets joining and enjoying their stint of popularity. Trolls by
no means are a major genre. It might be a precursor to something bigger or sim-
ply an interlude between the ages.

It is to be accepted that we are still new to the digital age. The digital age has
brought with it many new forms as far as literature is concerned. New forms of
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digital literature from micropoetry to tweet novel has come up with the advent of
the digital age. But, then, again, what is the aim of digital literature? It is to “show-
case innovation and creativity in storytelling for digital media and new directions
in contemporary literary practice informed by technology” (Groth). Reading tra-
ditional forms of literature like the novel on digital screens has come into practice.
This made gained a lot of popularity as it is much easier to hunt down books that
one has to read. Contemporary genres has undergone a type of evolution in the
era of the new age. E-books has not only democratized readership but also au-
thorship which has made many young authors and budding talents enter the
fray.

Political trolls might not have originated as such. It was only after the advent of
sarcastic trolls that it might have found its foot as a coherent group. In the political
domain of Kerala, one can see the pages that explicitly support political parties
and make trolls in favour of them and criticise their opponents. They might or
might not be an official wing of the political party but definitely the harbingers of
respective political ideologies. These pages, especially seen in most popular forms
of social media like Facebook and Instagram, compete for the count of followers
and likes. There are also pages that does not explicitly support parties but make
attacks on some political parties and praise some others. Their political alignment
can be found out from the observation of previous political opinions and trolls
which can make the pattern visible.

The last type of troll pages that are rarer in number are the ones which make
varying political opinions across the political spectrum. It is debatable whether
they are objective or pretending to be so as to enter into the minds of people. They
can be appreciated on that level to an extent as they are not trying to please a
particular faction. The real battleground of all political trolls is the comments sec-
tion. This is where all people of varying political ideologies take to like, comment
and reply to each other’s comments. Emotions and political fervour run loose in
these spaces of political expression.

The case of overtly political content getting reported and taken down are rare,
both on Instagram and Facebook. The mechanism of these social media giants to
track hate speeches are not that developed owing to problems regarding algo-
rithm and debate on free speech and censorship. This means majority of trolls are
not taken down and they continue to exist in the realm of social networking.

The themes of trolls are often happenings in contemporary spheres. This is
why it makes it all the more popular. People reading these trolls have seen the
topic elsewhere or if they have been introduced to the same, greater the effect. It
is definitely the contemporaneity of the trolls that gives it the higher importance
as such themes are the ones that need to be discussed and debated upon.

Politics has been using social media for its benefits since the last decade. This is
especially true during the time of elections. India is the largest democracy as well
as one of the largest internet using countries in the world. India is the largest
market for Facebook and the second largest for Instagram. It is also one of the
largest markets for twitter and has many prominent popular political accounts.

More than the fact that India has the largest democracy, what is more impor-
tant is the fact that the country has the largest youth population in the world. It is
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this youth population that the BJP has tapped in to win the 2014 Loksabha elec-
tions. The youth have been largely won over by the political propaganda that the
youth could see through social media. The BJP had steamrolled the opposition by
extensive campaigning in both the virtual and real world. The realm of social
media is the best to attract the youth with the offers in the manifesto. The other
parties were playing catch-up as far as social media popularity was concerned in
2014 elections, but in the recent 2019 elections, it is debatable whether social
media had a significant say in the state of affairs.

Fake news has sort of developed into an attribute of social media. With Whatsapp
leading charges of false news followed closely by other social networking apps.
Fake news spreads like Forest fire from phone to phone and from group to group.
This is especially true during the time of elections when it occurs more regularly.
From lynchings to deaths, its aim is to provoke the society. Thus, reducing the
credibility of social media and bringing it under much needed scrutiny.

“Social media for news consumption is a double-edged sword. On the one
hand, its low cost, easy access, and rapid dissemination of information lead people
to seek out and consume news from social media. On the other hand, it enables
the wide spread of “fake news”, i.e., low quality news with intentionally false
information. The extensive spread of fake news has the potential for extremely
negative impacts on individuals and society. Of course, for these tools to be of any
use, social networks have to exist as a platform for spreading propaganda. With
people spending more time on these sites as a way to get the latest news and
information, their importance in spreading fake news cannot be underestimated.
However, there’s a difference between simply posting propaganda and actually
turning it into something that the target audience consumes. We show what kinds
of techniques are used by spammers in order to lure users into viewing their
stories” (Shu, Sliva et al).

Whatsapp is probably the most underrated platform when it comes to political
marketing. This is because of the fact that it does not directly appear as a platform
for marketing. This is where the invisible undercurrents inevitable yet not seen
develops. Apart from that, it is through Whatsapp that many messages, both fake
and real gets circulated across groups and individuals.

Instagram launched in 2009 was only slowly accepted in India because of the
Indian’s affinity towards Facebook.The social media platform achieved great popu-
larity during the following years making it one of the most widely used platforms.
The 2014 elections saw the facility of the platform to share pictures through posts
and stories and reach thousands of people being used to the advantage of political
marketing. Many hashtags on Instagram in 2019 Loksabha elections like,
#namo4india, #ragaforindia gained widespread popularity. Most Instagram pho-
tos during the Loksabha elections saw the youth of India showing the inked fin-
ger to show to the world that they have voted.

Facebook being the most popular and one of the oldest social media platforms
have shown great interest in propagating news and incidents of elections. Being a
social media platform which can easily function as a blog it has been the stage for
the conflict of political opinions.The comments section that comes below the posts
has democratised opinions across social media.
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Everyone can make a post or comment across social media. This has made it
possible that anyone can make a sizeable and significant impact on social media.
In a way, social media has democratised democracy through itself. It has become
a space where people can truly transmit their opinions and can have meaningful
political discussions.

“The American public’s use of social media increased rapidly in the period fol-
lowing the 2008 presidential election. Reliance on social media for news and po-
litical information has increased steadily over the past decade. According to the
Pew Research Centre, 68% of American adults in 2018 got news from social me-
dia at least occasionally, and 20% relied often on social media for news (Shearer
and Matsa, 2018). The article presents data from the Pew Research Centre indi-
cating the percentage of Americans who regularly used at least one social-media
site like Facebook, Twitter, or LinkedIn over time. Few people were active on
social media between 2005 and 2008. Even during the watershed 2008 campaign,
only 21% of the public was on social media. By 2009, however, the number of
people online had spiked to 42% as social media took hold in the political sphere
in the run-up to the 2010 midterm elections. The Tea Party, a loosely-organized
populist movement that ran candidates who successfully attained office, relied
heavily on social media as an alternative to the mainstream press which they regu-
larly assailed. The mainstream press was compelled to cover the Tea Party’s social-
media pronouncements, which helped digital platforms to gain in popularity
among voters. Social-media users who remained loyal to the Tea Party were promi-
nent among supporters who actively worked on behalf of Donald Trump’s cam-
paign by mobilizing voters in their networks (Rohlinger and Bunnage, 2017). By
2013, over 60% of the public was using social media. The percentage of social-
media users has levelled off at near 70% since the 2016 presidential election” (Owen).

“The shift in the public’s media allegiances toward digital sources has rendered
social media a far more viable and effective political tool. A decade ago, only the
most interested and tech-savvy citizens used social media for politics. Young people
were advantaged in their ability to leverage social media due to their facility with
the technology and their fascination with the novelty of this approach to politics.
The age gap in political social-media use has been closing, as have differences
based on other demographic characteristics, such as gender, race, education, and
income (Smith and Anderson, 2018), which has altered politicians’ approach to
these platforms. In the past, elites employed social media primarily to set the
agenda for mainstream media so that their messages could gain widespread at-
tention. Today, political leaders not only engage social media to control the press
agenda, they can also use these platforms effectively to cultivate their political
base. In addition, elites use social media to communicate with one another in a
public forum. In 2017, Donald Trump and North Korean president Kim Jong Un
traded Twitter barbs that escalated tensions between the two nations over nuclear
weapons. They exchanged personal insults, with Trump calling Kim “little rocket
man” and Kim labelling Trump a “dotard” and “old lunatic.” Trump also engaged
in a bitter Twitter battle with French President Emmanuel Macron and Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau about tariffs and trade that prompted the Ameri-
can president to leave the G7 summit early in 2018" (Owen).
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It is hard for social media to be objective. In the age of postmodernism and
post truth, it is hard to encompass news in a nutshell of objectivity. The answer, if
you’re wondering, is no, and there are several reasons why. First, many of the
features of today’s ‘post-truth’ era are not new at all. Politicians have always lied
and news reporting has always been biased”. The objectivity of news that is fed to
us has to be ascertained by us.

There is a lot of political influence on media to work in a certain way as censor-
ship is the watchdog of those in power. The censorship practice always favours
the capitalist giants as they do things in favour of them. There are no regulations
for these capitalist giants and they are free from the scrutinising procedures of
censorship. Media houses with little influence find it hard if they stick on to the
truth.

“Although you may not realize it, media censorship happens to your news on a
regular basis. While news stories are often simply edited for length, in many cases
subjective choices are being made about whether to keep some information from
becoming public. Sometimes these decisions are made to safeguard a person’s
privacy, other times to protect media outlets from corporate or political fallout,
and yet other times for concerns of national security” (Halbrooks).

“Journalists make difficult choices every day about what to share and what to
hold back. Not only that, but they often experience pressure from outside forces
to suppress information. It’s important for the public to be informed about the
choices those who deliver the news face, and why they might decide to keep
certain information private or not. Here are five of the most common reasons for
censorship in the media” (Halbrooks).

Social media escapes political pressure and this is where it precisely it scores
over conventional forms of media. This is never to suggest that social media is
devoid of biases. Social media is often a tool for the propagation of political views.
The average recipient of the views of social media is often erroneous in making
claims and statements in haste. This is the major problem.

“People read it and believed it. And while it was great that a corporation like
Monsanto was exposed, urban myths also spread like wildfire” (Askew). The great-
est facet of social media as a source of information comes because of its free will.
The Asifa rape case was largely ignored by national media owing to political pres-
sure of BJP which was the ruling party. This is where social media showed it’s
blade of justice. Social media put the case in the light where common people
could see it. Then, the news spread like wildfire bringing the case to the court.
The circulation of hoaxes and fake news is still a serious downside of social media.
This problem can only be dealt with if the public is educated to think before they
act. The government seriously needs to fund for serious cyber education for stu-
dents who are stepping into the cyber world. Many values have to be inculcated
to the modern generation who will be tech savvy and cannot resist the world of
social media. If they cannot resist it, it is better if they learn to endure it.

CONCLUSION
To gain an objective understanding of things, one has to evaluate the sources as

well as gain information from multiple ones. This can only be achieved if the
reader is not content with what is offered to him/her. This rarely happens as the
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average reader is triggered into a rollercoaster of emotions as soon as they come
across sensational news. The reader has to develop an analytical and objective
mind so as to escape the lure of the0 social media for political manipulation.
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