Baselios Geevarghese Il:
In Memoriam

Baselius College rings in the New Year with the celebration of its Patron Saint's
Day in the first week of January to offer glowing tributes to His Holiness Baselios
Geevarghese I, the late lamented Catholicos of the East, in whose hallowed name
this institution was established in 1964 and which has today grown into a great
temple of higher learning in Central Kerala.

His Holiness was an illustrious prelate, who like a lodestar, steered the destinies of the
Orthodox Christian Community of India, especially during a very critical period in the
history of the Church. As the reigning Catholicos of the Orthodox Church for almost
three and a half decades (1929-64), His Holiness left his indelible mark in the socio
- cultural domains of Kerala. Sensing the need of the hour, His Holiness pioneered
the dissemination of knowledge by founding several educational institutions in the
then underdeveloped areas of Kerala. It is in this light that the cultural historians
of Kerala have often equipoised His Holiness with other champions of social causes
like Sri Narayana Guru and Chattambi Swamikal. The Holy Father also infused a high
sense of spirituality in the minds of many a faithful who often thronged before him,
seeking his advice, blessings and solace.

His Holiness was born on 16th June 1874 into the illustrious Kallacheril family of
Kurichy. The young Punnoose, as he was called then, began his ecclesiastical training
at the early age of nine under the tutelage of the saintly Parumala Thirumeni. He
was ordained Deacon in April 1892 and Bishop in September 1912, Metropolitan Mar
Gregorios was elevated as the Catholicos of the East on 13th February 1929. In 1934,
the Malankara Association elected him as the Malankara Metropolitan. During

his tenure as the supreme head of the Orthodox Church of India, His Holiness
exhibited extraordinary grace and vision until he was called to his heavenly -
abode on 3rd January 1964 at the ripe old age of 90. .

Baselius College was founded soon after the demise of the Holy Father
as a fit monument to perpetuate his vision and mission. Every year, in
the season of his memarial day, the College community befittingly
celebrates the Patron Saint's Day and reminisces his days and ways.
May his intercessory prayers be our refuge and fort !
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Dear Sir/Madam,

The Management, Principal, Staff and Students of Baselius College,
Kottayam have immense pleasure to solicit the honour of your presence
at the 54* Patron Saint's Day Celebrations which will be held at Mar
Dionysius Hall (College Auditorium) at 2.00 p.m on Friday 5% January
2018.

His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Paulose Il, Catholicos of the East has
graciously consented to inaugurate the public meeting. Sri. Jiji Thomson
IAS (Former Chief Secretary, Govt. of Kerala) will deliver the keynote
address. The function will be presided over by H.G. Dr. Thomas Mar
Athanasius Metropolitan, Manager, MOC Colleges.

We look forward to your presence on this memorable occasion.

Wishing you and your loved ones a Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous
New Year.

Dr. Jancey Thomas
(Principal i/c)

Dr. Jalaja J. Malayan
(General Convener)

Dr. Joy Markose Sri. Rajan Varughese
(Bursar) (Joint Convener)

Baselius College
25 November 2017

PATRON SAINT’S DAY MEETING:

2.00 p.m - Mar Dionysius Hall

PROGRAMME

Invocation
Words of Welcome
Presidential Address

Inaugural Address and
Lighting of the Lamp

Floral Tributes
Devotional Song
Keynote Address

Honouring the
Retiring Staff

Memento Presentation

Felicitations

Vote of Thanks
Benedicition
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‘Snehanjali’

A Documentary on
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